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York Minster Fund Patrons – With grateful thanks to all supporters

Over the past few months and years many of you 
will have read about companies and charities getting 
into trouble over the way they handle and use data. 
This has included such things as losing data, selling 
addresses to other organisations, and the aggressive 
profiling and targeting of vulnerable people. This 
came to a head with the very sad suicide of Mrs 
Olive Cooke, a poppy seller from Bristol, who was 
receiving over 3000 charity requests a year.

At York Minster Fund, we value the trust of our 
supporters. We do not sell or buy data and we do not 
wealth profile our supporters. We collect and keep 
only the details we need and we use your data (names, 
addresses etc.) only for the legitimate purposes of the 
charity, which is to raise money for York Minster and to 
keep our supporters informed of what we are doing.

To support this we are now registered with the Fundraising 
Regulator. In May of this year a new set of regulations begin 
to come into force: the general data protection regulation or 
GDPR for short. This regulation sets out the rules by which 
data can be kept and used. Over the next few months we 
will be reviewing these regulation changes, but thought you 
would like to know what data we hold and for what purpose.

At York Minster Fund we hold some personal identification 
data, for example names, addresses, some telephone 

numbers and some email addresses of people who 
have donated or been in contact with us in the past. 
We also hold some financial data, such as donation 
histories and Gift Aid data. We also occasionally 
use publically available data to identify people or 
organisations who may be interested in our activities. 

We use this data for legally required submissions, such as 
to collect Gift Aid or to manage our contacts with 
supporters and potential supporters regarding our activities 
and events, for example via newsletters or direct invitations. 

We keep this data securely until either a supporter 
contacts us to tell us they no longer wish to be 
on our list, we become aware it is incorrect, or 
we are informed that a supporter has died.

We never sell any data and only ever share our 
data with other York Minster organisations, such as 
the Chapter of York or the Friends of York Minster, 
and then only for administration purposes.

If you wish to know specifically what information we 
hold, or have any complaints about how we use data, 
or would like to be removed from our database, then 
please contact us on: ymf@yorkminster.org. 

New regulations in Data Protection

Welcome to the 
York Minster 
Fund Newsletter

In this issue we focus on how the 
generosity of our donors ensures the 
continuation of heritage skills here in 
York. We will also be introducing you 
to Ellie, the newest member of our 
team, who is developing our latest 
campaign for the Glass protection 
programme, as well as letting 
you know about some important 

changes to data regulations. I do hope you enjoy this edition 
and thank you once again for your incredible support.

From Heritage skills to the latest technology
As part of our ongoing role in supporting the projects of 
restoration and maintenance at York Minster, the Fund is 
committed to preserving and developing heritage skills. 

Traditionally, we have achieved this through supporting 
apprenticeships and training in a range of trades, from the 
stonemasonry, joinery and glazing needed for a medieval building 
to the perhaps more surprising skills such as plumbing, painting 
and decorating, technical design, as well as electrical work and 
scaffolding, where training in a heritage context is essential.  

In addition to this work we are also excited to announce that 
we are starting a new research and development programme. 

Over the last couple of years we have supported some 
small scale research, notably in “hot” lime technology, 
a project in conjunction with Northumbria University. 
From 2018 we will focus on looking at ways in which we 
can support the work of both the Minster Stoneyard and 
York Glaziers Trust with the latest technology and techniques 
to complement the traditional skills we already use. 

We will bring you more news about this project 
in future newsletters, but in the meantime I hope 
you enjoy reading about our apprentices. 

Neil Sanderson
Director of the York Minster Fund

York Minster is committed to investing in high quality 
craftsmanship training across the range of heritage skills.

With regard to apprentice stonemasons, our aim at the end of 
each four year apprenticeship is to have a mason skilled in all 
aspects of the craft, including banker masonry, setting out, fixing, 
carving, conservation and letter cutting.  This training process 
includes a day release at college for NVQ 2 and 3 or equivalent 
block release courses, combined with intensive one-to-one 
tutoring from our highly skilled mason team. 2018 is an exciting 
year for our apprentices, with a range of training taking place.

Report on 
Stonemasonry 
Apprentices 2018

Matthew Rowe, 
Third Year Apprentice
Entering his third year, Matt has 
begun to undertake the Cathedrals 
Workshops’ Fellowship course, 
which is a foundation degree in 
conservation studies with a strong 
practical edge. As part of this, 
Matt has been setting out his own 
pieces of window tracery and 
carrying out independent fixing. 

Lewis Morrison, 
Second Year Apprentice
Lewis has begun his second 
year, and at the moment 
is focussing on increasing 
his carving proficiency. 
Two of his carved voussoirs 
have now been used on 
the south quire aisle of the 
Minster, and he is working 
on mastering the fine detail 
of carving crockets.

Article continued overleaf > 



We advise that you check the Minster 
website www.yorkminster.org to 
reconfirm times and dates.

Ebor Lecture, Colin Craig 
7.00pm, Wednesday 11th April 
Nave/North Transept

Great East Window Celebration 
5.15pm, Thursday 17th May
Evensong, followed by a reception 
at the east end of the Minster

Ebor Singers Concert 
7.30pm, Saturday 19th May 
Chapter House

Festival of Ideas Launch, Michael Morpurgo 
7.00pm, Tuesday 5th June, Nave

Northern Lights Dinner 
6.45pm, Friday 15th June, Nave

University of York Concert 
7.30pm, Wednesday 20th June, Nave

York Early Music Festival: The Sixteen
7.30pm, Wednesday 11th July, Nave

York Early Music Festival: Concert
7.30pm, Friday 13th July
Chapter House

Stone Festival
18th-20th August, Minster

Dates for 
your Diary
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York Glaziers Trust 
New YMF-funded 
apprentice
Sophia Kircos MA

On 8 January Sophia joined 
the York Glaziers Trust as an 
apprentice in conservation 
glazing, framing and site 
working. She spent her MA 
placement with the YGT 
in the summer of 2016, 
and made a very positive 
impression on the team! 
As a joint US/EU citizen, 
we are delighted to be 
able to offer Sophia the 
chance to develop her skills 
while contributing a great 
deal to the work of the 
YGT and the care of the 
Minster. She is already hard 
at work making protective 
glazing and frames for a 
number of YGT projects.  

Sophie introduces herself:

‘I was born and raised in 
Detroit, the city that gave 
me a great appreciation for 
architecture, and where I 
first became interested in 
both glass and in cultural 
heritage conservation.

In 2003 I moved to Missoula, Montana where I pursued a degree in Fine Art with 
a Minor in Art History and Criticism from the University of Montana. During 
my studies my focus was mainly in ceramic sculpture and oil painting.  The 
subject matter of my thesis was focused around the ideas of architectural decay 
and the study of ancient ruins. Through these mediums I explored the idea of 
how people and animals perceive, and interact with historical materials that 
are deteriorating around them in an ever-changing modern society. It was while 
creating and doing research for this body of work that the field of historical 
preservation and art restoration first came into my life, and how I would 
eventually come to find myself in York studying stained glass conservation.

After receiving my BA, I moved to York in 2015 to undertake the MA in 
Stained Glass Conservation and Heritage Management at the University of 
York. I have now been awarded my Master’s and will formally graduate in 
July. I couldn’t be more thrilled and honoured to have the opportunity to work 
for York Glaziers Trust, under the tutelage of Master Glazier Tony Cattle.

I have many other passions in life other than art and conservation. 
For years I’ve been an avid cyclist, swimmer, runner, world 
traveller, cook, woodworker, and aspiring seamstress.’ 

It was with great 
sadness that we 
heard in February 
of the death of Dr 
Richard Sherman. 
A successful 
American academic 
and businessman, 
Richard had a deep 
affection for York 
and its history, 
which began in 

the early 1970’s, when he was appointed 
as the University of Pennsylvania’s 
on-site professor for the summer 
archaeological study programme, in 
conjunction with the York Archaeological 
Trust. In this role, he returned several 
times and led several student digs. 

For 45 years, Richard maintained 
friendships with those he met through his 
work in York, and was an avid supporter of 
its institutions and historical organisations, 
including York Minster Fund, The Civic 
Trust and the Jorvik Viking Centre.

In December 2016, the Lord Mayor of 
York awarded Richard the prestigious 
White Rose of York for his service to the 
city. Richard received this award in person 
and made a final trip to his beloved York 
in spring 2017, when we were delighted 
to welcome him to the York Minster 
Fund 50th anniversary celebrations.

He will be sorely missed by 
all who knew him.

Richard not only contributed to the 
Fund financially, but also supported us 
through promoting our work in the States 
and setting up our link with BSUF.

BSUF is an American non-profit foundation 
which allows American taxpayers to give 
to organisations in the UK, while taking 
advantage of US tax exemptions. If you 
would like to know more about this or if 
you would like to give to YMF through this 
route then please contact the office. 

Dr Richard 
Sherman
An American 
Friend of York

James Digger, First Year Apprentice
James signed on with the team in August, having previously carried out 
work experience at the Stoneyard while still at school. He is being mentored 
by Sam Turner, who finished his apprenticeship in 2016, and is currently 
working on pieces for a parapet. These require careful setting out and 
the ability to carve out quatrefoils, giving him a great chance to master 
the three-dimensional awareness required.  

As we come to the end of the restoration programme for 
the east end of the Minster and the Great East Window is 
revealed in its full glory, our minds turn to the continued 
work of conservation and protection of the rest of the 

windows. This has already begun with the work on the North Nave windows: 
the Pilgrimage Window has now been conserved and state-of-the-art protection 
fitted, the Penitencers Window is the current focus and we will then move on 
to the Martyrdom Window and two windows in the Chapter House vestibule.

We are delighted to be supported by a Heritage Lottery endowment grant for 
this 20 year programme, which will match fund public and YMF contributions 
to the endowment. This means that a donation of £1 with Gift Aid and match 
funding becomes £5 towards the work on the windows. The Northern Lights 
Dinner this summer will go a long way to kickstarting this appeal and, supported 
by the grant from the Lottery, we are also delighted to announce that Ellie 
Davies has joined the YMF team to develop public and digital donations.

Ellie, who also works part time in the Minster marketing team, 
has previously worked across the design sector, both as an interior 
design consultant and a business development manager, before 
moving into marketing, with a focus on small businesses. She is also 
a trained florist and has, until recently, run her own company. 

“I am very excited to be part of the YMF team and to work on this 
important project. The windows of York Minster are one of the 
wonders of the medieval world and it is such a privilege to play 
even a small part in preserving them for future generations. 

With 73 medieval windows completely unprotected from the ravages of the 
modern world, my role is not one I take lightly. As some are over 700 years 
old, I hope to bring new ways of connecting with these ancient artworks 
through the use of digital media, innovative technology and building a strong 
community. As people rely much more on electronic ways of payment, we 
must ensure that we, as a charity, keep up to date and remain relevant. I am 
very much looking forward to being part of the developments to come.” 

Preserving 
the past, 
planning for 
the future

Preparations for the spectacular gala 
dinner in the Minster to raise money for the 
protection of the precious Minster glass are 
well underway. We have a very few tables and 
some individual tickets left for this. Contact the 
YMF office on ymf@yorkminster.org as soon 
as possible if you are interested in attending. 

The Northern 
Lights Dinner
15th June 2018

HLF Endowment Fundraising 
Manager, Ellie Davies


