
CHOR AL EVENSONG

ON THE

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

Sunday 3 March 2024
at 4.00 pm



Welcome
A warm welcome to York Minster and to this service of Choral Evensong. 
Welcome if you are a regular worshipper and know the Minster well, and 
welcome if you are experiencing this building and this form of worship for the 
first time today. 

Today’s service will be live-streamed from the Minster. In this service we are 
immersed in the words of scripture, spoken and sung, and we are given time and 
space to lose ourselves in prayer and come closer to God.

Information about this Service

 ♦ Please join in saying together the words printed in bold type and in singing 
the hymn.

 ♦ This service is being live-streamed, but care is taken to focus on the clergy 
and choir and not the congregation.

 ♦ Please follow the directions of the stewards.
 ♦ For licensing and safeguarding reasons, please do not record this service on 

your own devices.
 ♦ The Minster donates 10% of the cash and direct debits given by worshippers 

at this service to charity. We are currently supporting three charities: 
HOPE Africa, a charity which was initiated by our companion link 
dioceses in SA; Mustard Seed, a York Diocese based organisation which 
works in the poorest parts of our diocese; and a variety of Refugee charities 
based in the City of York. The rest of the money given at this service is used 
to support the mission and ministry of York Minster. Thank you for your 
generosity.

 ♦ Donations can be made via the following QR code:
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Order of Service

A bell is rung and prayers are sung.

Introit

Lord for thy tender mercy’s sake, lay not our sins to our charge, 
but forgive that is past, and give us grace to amend our sinful lives:  
to decline from sin and incline to virtue,
that we may walk in a perfect heart, before thee now and evermore. Amen.

Words adapted from a prayer in Christian Prayers and Holy Meditations (1566)
Music commonly attributed to Richard Farrant (c 1530–80)

Please stand when the choir enters the Quire.

Preces

Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips; 
Choir And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Cantor O God, make speed to save us;
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.

Cantor Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
 world without end. Amen.

Cantor Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.

Music Francis Jackson (1917–2022)

Please sit for the singing of the psalm but stand for the Gloria.
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Psalmody

Help me, Lord, for there is not one godly man left ♦ for the faithful are minished 
from among the children of men,

They talk of vanity every one with his neighbour ♦ they do but flatter with their 
lips, and dissemble in their double heart.

The Lord shall root out all deceitful lips ♦ and the tongue that speaketh proud 
things;

Which have said, With our tongue will we prevail ♦ we are they that ought to 
speak , who is lord over us?

Now for the comfortless trouble’s sake of the needy ♦ and because of the deep 
sighing of the poor,

I will up, saith the Lord ♦ and will help every one from him that swelleth against 
him, and will set him at rest.

The words of the Lord are pure words ♦ even as the silver, which from the earth 
is tried, and purified seven times in the fire.

Thou shalt keep them, O Lord ♦ thou shalt preserve him from this generation for 
ever.

The ungodly walk on every side ♦ when they are exalted, the children of men are 
put to rebuke.

Please stand.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Psalm 12

Please sit.

First Lesson
The First Lesson is from the Book of Exodus.

Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God 
of Israel, “Let my people go, so that they may celebrate a festival to me in the 
wilderness.” ’ But Pharaoh said, ‘Who is the Lord, that I should heed him and 
let Israel go? I do not know the Lord, and I will not let Israel go.’ Then they 
said, ‘The God of the Hebrews has revealed himself to us; let us go a three days’ 
journey into the wilderness to sacrifice to the Lord our God, or he will fall 
upon us with pestilence or sword.’ But the king of Egypt said to them, ‘Moses 
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and Aaron, why are you taking the people away from their work? Get to your 
labours!’ Pharaoh continued, ‘Now they are more numerous than the people 
of the land and yet you want them to stop working!’ That same day Pharaoh 
commanded the taskmasters of the people, as well as their supervisors, ‘You shall 
no longer give the people straw to make bricks, as before; let them go and gather 
straw for themselves. But you shall require of them the same quantity of bricks as 
they have made previously; do not diminish it, for they are lazy; that is why they 
cry, “Let us go and offer sacrifice to our God.” Let heavier work be laid on them; 
then they will labour at it and pay no attention to deceptive words.’

So the taskmasters and the supervisors of the people went out and said to 
the people, ‘Thus says Pharaoh, “I will not give you straw. Go and get straw 
yourselves, wherever you can find it; but your work will not be lessened in the 
least.” ’ So the people scattered throughout the land of Egypt, to gather stubble 
for straw. The taskmasters were urgent, saying, ‘Complete your work, the same 
daily assignment as when you were given straw.’ And the supervisors of the 
Israelites, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, and were 
asked, ‘Why did you not finish the required quantity of bricks yesterday and 
today, as you did before?’

Then the Israelite supervisors came to Pharaoh and cried, ‘Why do you treat your 
servants like this? No straw is given to your servants, yet they say to us, “Make 
bricks!” Look how your servants are beaten! You are unjust to your own people.’ 
He said, ‘You are lazy, lazy; that is why you say, “Let us go and sacrifice to the 
Lord.” Go now, and work; for no straw shall be given you, but you shall still 
deliver the same number of bricks.’ The Israelite supervisors saw that they were in 
trouble when they were told, ‘You shall not lessen your daily number of bricks.’ 
As they left Pharaoh, they came upon Moses and Aaron who were waiting to 
meet them. They said to them, ‘The Lord look upon you and judge! You have 
brought us into bad odour with Pharaoh and his officials, and have put a sword 
in their hand to kill us.’

Then Moses turned again to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord, why have you 
mistreated this people? Why did you ever send me? Since I first came to Pharaoh 
to speak in your name, he has mistreated this people, and you have done nothing 
at all to deliver your people.’

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh: 
Indeed, by a mighty hand he will let them go; by a mighty hand he will drive 
them out of his land.’

Here ends the First Lesson.
Exodus 5. 1–6. 1
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Please stand.

Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud, in the 

imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and 

meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty 

away.
He remembering his mercy: hath holpen his servant Israel.
As he promised to our forefathers: Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55
Music Evening Service in B minor, Thomas Tertius Noble (1867–1953)

Please sit.
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Second Lesson

The Second Lesson is from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians.

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised 
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one 
that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of 
his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead.

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press 
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do 
not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal 
for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Here ends the Second Lesson.
Philippians 3. 4b–14

Please stand.
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Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou hast prepared before the face 

of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2. 29–32
Music Evening Service in B minor, Thomas Tertius Noble

Please remain standing and turn to face east.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Lesser Litany and Responses

Cantor The Lord be with you.
Choir And with thy spirit.

Cantor Let us pray.

Please kneel or sit.

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us.
 Christ, have mercy upon us.
 Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Our Father, 
 which art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name;
 thy kingdom come;
 thy will be done,
 in earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation;
 but deliver us from evil. 
 Amen.

Cantor O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
Choir And grant us thy salvation.

Cantor O Lord, save the King.
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Cantor Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful.

Cantor O Lord, save thy people.
Choir And bless thine inheritance.

Cantor Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 
 but only thou, O God.

Cantor O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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The Collects 

We beseech thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of thy humble 
servants, and stretch forth the right hand of thy Majesty, to be our defence 
against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and 
dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent: Create and make in us new 
and contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our 
wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and 
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Music Francis Jackson

Please sit.

Anthem

O Lord, rebuke me not in thine indignation, neither chasten me in thy 
displeasure. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weak; O Lord, heal me, for 
my bones are vexed. My soul also is sore troubled: but Lord, how long wilt thou 
punish me? Turn thee, O Lord, and deliver my soul: O save me, for thy mercy’s 
sake. Amen.

Words Psalm 6
Music William Croft (1678–1727)

Sermon

The Revd Maggie McLean, Canon Missioner

Please stand.
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Hymn

1. Jesu, priceless treasure,
 source of purest pleasure,
  truest friend to me;
 ah! how long in anguish
 shall my spirit languish
  yearning, Lord, for thee?
   Thine I am, 
   O spotless Lamb,
   I will suffer
   naught to hide thee,
 naught I ask beside thee.

2. In thine arms I rest me,
 foes who would molest me
  cannot reach me here.
 Though the earth be shaking,
 every heart be quaking,
  Jesus calms my fear;
   lightnings flash
   and thunders crash;
   yet, though sin 
   and hell assail me,
 Jesus will not fail me.

3. Hence with earthly treasure!
 Thou art all my pleasure,
  Jesus, all my choice.
 Hence, thou empty glory!
 naught to me thy story,
  told with tempting voice.
   Pain or loss,
   or shame or cross,
   shall not from
   my Saviour move me,
 since he deigns to love me.

4. Hence, all fear and sadness!
 For the Lord of gladness,
  Jesus, enters in;
 they who love the Father,
 though the storms may gather,
  still have peace within;
   yea, whate’er
   I here must bear,
   thou art still
   my purest pleasure,
 Jesu, priceless treasure!

Words am 687, Johann Franck (1618–1677) translated into English by Catherine 
Winkworth (1827–1878)
Tune Jesu meine Freude, am 687, Johann Crüger (1598–1662)

Please remain standing.
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The Blessing

Voluntary
Kyrie, Gott, heiliger Geist, BWV 671 J S Bach (1685–1750)

There will be an opportunity to make a donation to support the music, ministry and 
mission of York Minster as you leave.

Some of the material in this Order of Service is reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown. It is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press. This compilation is copyright © 2024 The Chapter of York.


