
CHORAL EVENSONG

ON THE

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

Sunday 19th July 2026
at 4.00 pm



Welcome
A warm welcome to York Minster and to this service of Choral Evensong. Welcome 
if you are a regular worshipper and know the Minster well, and welcome if you 
are experiencing this building and this form of worship for the first time today.

In this service we are immersed in the words of scripture, spoken and sung, and 
we are given time and space to lose ourselves in prayer and come closer to God.

We are grateful to the Choir of St Giles’ Cathedral, Edinburgh for singing our 
services this weekend while the Choir of York Minster is on holiday.

Information about this Service

	♦ This service is being live-streamed, but care is taken to focus on the clergy and 
choir and not the congregation. For licensing and safeguarding reasons, please 
do not record this service on your own devices.

	♦ The Chapter of York Minster is committed to the safeguarding and protection 
of children, young people, and vulnerable adults. If you therefore have any 
concerns about the welfare of a child, a young person or a vulnerable adult, 
or about the behaviour of someone in relation to safeguarding, please do not 
hesitate to contact our Safeguarding Officer, Caroline Wood: Tel: 01904 559542, 
Mobile: 07843 339980, Email: carolinew@yorkminster.org. If you believe 
someone is at immediate risk of harm, please call the emergency services on 999.

	♦ Please follow the directions of the stewards. Where “Sit” or “Stand” are 
indicated, these are given simply as a guide. Throughout the service please feel 
free to adopt the posture that is most comfortable for you.

	♦ Please join in saying together the words printed in bold type 
and in singing the hymn.

	♦ We are grateful for all who give to support the mission and ministry of York 
Minster. You can offer a gift, or set up regular giving, by using the following QR 
code. 10% of all giving received during this service will be given to charities York 
Minster supports – HOPE Africa, a charity initiated by our companion link 
dioceses in SA; Mustard Seed, a York Diocese organisation which works in the 
most deprived areas of our diocese; and a number of charities who work locally 
with homeless people in the City of York. Thank you for all you are able to give.

	♦ Donations can be made via the following QR code:
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Order of Service
Prayers are said and a bell is rung.

Stand when the choir enters the Quire.

Preces

Cantor	 O Lord, open thou our lips; 
Choir	 And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Cantor	 O God, make speed to save us;
Choir	 O Lord, make haste to help us.

Cantor	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir	 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
	 world without end. Amen.

Cantor	 Praise ye the Lord.
Choir	 The Lord’s name be praised.

Music	 Richard Shephard (1949–2021)

Sit for the singing of the psalm but stand for the Gloria.

Psalmody

God be merciful unto us, and bless us ♦ 
and shew us the light of his countenance, and be merciful unto us:

That thy way may be known upon earth ♦ 
thy saving health among all nations.

Let the people praise thee, O God ♦ 
yea, let all the people praise thee.

O let the nations rejoice and be glad ♦  
for thou shalt judge the folk righteously, and govern the nations upon earth.

Let the people praise thee, O God ♦ 
let all the people praise thee.

Then shall the earth bring forth her increase ♦ 
and God, even our own God, shall give us his blessing.

God shall bless us ♦ 
and all the ends of the world shall fear him.



4

Stand.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ 

and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ 

world without end. Amen.
Psalm 67

Sit.

First Lesson
The First Lesson is taken from the First Book of Kings.

Two women who were prostitutes came to King Solomon and stood before him. 
One woman said, ‘Please, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house; and 
I gave birth while she was in the house. Then on the third day after I gave birth, 
this woman also gave birth. We were together; there was no one else with us in 
the house, only the two of us were in the house. Then this woman’s son died in 
the night, because she lay on him. She got up in the middle of the night and took 
my son from beside me while your servant slept. She laid him at her breast, and 
laid her dead son at my breast. When I rose in the morning to nurse my son, I 
saw that he was dead; but when I looked at him closely in the morning, clearly 
it was not the son I had borne.’ But the other woman said, ‘No, the living son is 
mine, and the dead son is yours.’ The first said, ‘No, the dead son is yours, and 
the living son is mine.’ So they argued before the king.

Then the king said, ‘One says, “This is my son that is alive, and your son is 
dead”; while the other says, “Not so! Your son is dead, and my son is the living 
one.”’ So the king said, ‘Bring me a sword’, and they brought a sword before the 
king. The king said, ‘Divide the living boy in two; then give half to one, and 
half to the other.’ But the woman whose son was alive said to the king—because 
compassion for her son burned within her—‘Please, my lord, give her the living 
boy; certainly do not kill him!’ The other said, ‘It shall be neither mine nor 
yours; divide it.’

Here ends the First Lesson.
1 Kings 3. 16–26

Stand.
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Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

For he hath regarded: 
the lowliness of his hand-maiden.

For behold from henceforth: 
all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 
and holy is his name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him: 
throughout all generations.

He hath shewed strength with his arm: 
he hath scattered the proud, in the imagination of their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
and hath exalted the humble and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy: 
hath holpen his servant Israel.

As he promised to our forefathers: 
Abraham and his seed, for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55
Music Evening Service in B minor, Hugh Blair (1864–1932)

Sit.
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Second Lesson

The Second Lesson is taken from the Acts of the Apostles.

While Peter and John were speaking to the people, the priests, the captain of 
the temple, and the Sadducees came to them, much annoyed because they were 
teaching the people and proclaiming that in Jesus there is the resurrection of 
the dead. So they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for 
it was already evening. But many of those who heard the word believed; and 
they numbered about five thousand.

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with 
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 
high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, 
they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you do this?’ Then Peter, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, if we 
are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and 
are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all 
the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from 
the dead. This Jesus is “the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has 
become the cornerstone.” There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.’

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they 
were uneducated and ordinary men, they were amazed and recognized them 
as companions of Jesus. When they saw the man who had been cured standing 
beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. So they ordered them to 
leave the council while they discussed the matter with one another. They said, 
‘What will we do with them? For it is obvious to all who live in Jerusalem that 
a notable sign has been done through them; we cannot deny it. But to keep 
it from spreading further among the people, let us warn them to speak no 
more to anyone in this name.’ So they called them and ordered them not to 
speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered them, 
‘Whether it is right in God’s sight to listen to you rather than to God, you must 
judge; for we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard.’ 
After threatening them again, they let them go, finding no way to punish them 
because of the people, for all of them praised God for what had happened. For 
the man on whom this sign of healing had been performed was more than forty 
years old.

Here ends the Second Lesson.
Acts 4. 1–22



7

Stand.

Nunc Dimittis

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 
according to thy word,

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2. 29–32
Music Evening Service in B minor, Hugh Blair

Remain standing and turn to face east.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Lesser Litany and Responses

Cantor	 The Lord be with you.
Choir	 And with thy spirit.

Cantor	 Let us pray.

Kneel or sit.

Choir	 Lord, have mercy upon us.
	 Christ, have mercy upon us.
	 Lord, have mercy upon us.

	 Our Father, 
	 which art in heaven, 
	 hallowed be thy name;
	 thy kingdom come;
	 thy will be done,
	 in earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	 And forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation;
	 but deliver us from evil. 
	 Amen.

Cantor	 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
Choir	 And grant us thy salvation.

Cantor	 O Lord, save the King.
Choir	 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Cantor	 Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
Choir	 And make thy chosen people joyful.

Cantor	 O Lord, save thy people.
Choir	 And bless thine inheritance.

Cantor	 Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir	 Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 
	 but only thou, O God.

Cantor	 O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir	 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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The Collects

Lord of all power and might, who art the author and giver of all good things: 
Graft in our hearts the love of thy name, increase in us true religion, nourish 
us with all goodness, and of thy great mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Music Richard Shephard

Sit.

Anthem

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth:  for the first heaven and the first earth 
were passed away; and there was no more sea.
And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people:  and God 
himself shall be with them, and be their God.
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain:  for the 
former things are passed away.

Words Revelation 21. 1–4
Music Edgar Bainton (1880–1956)

Sermon

The Reverend Tom Mumford, Honorary Minor Canon

Stand.
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Hymn

1. Thy kingdom come! on bended knee
  the passing ages pray;
and faithful souls have yearned to see
  on earth that kingdom’s day.

2. But the slow watches of the night
  not less to God belong;
and for the everlasting right
  the silent stars are strong.

3. And lo, already on the hills
  the flags of dawn appear;
gird up your loins, ye prophet souls,
  proclaim the day is near:

4. The day in whose clear-shining light
  all wrong shall stand revealed,
when justice shall be throned in might,
  and every hurt be healed;

5. When knowledge, hand in hand with peace,
  shall walk the earth abroad:
the day of perfect righteousness,
  the promised day of God.

Words neh 500, Frederick Hosmer (1840–1929)
Tune Irish, neh 500, composer unknown
present version of melody from A Collection of Hymns (Dublin, 1749)

Remain standing.
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The Blessing

Voluntary

There will be an opportunity to make a donation to support the music, ministry and 
mission of York Minster as you leave.

If you worship regularly at York Minster, you are already a member of our community. 
Please help us know who you are by joining the Community Roll and by subscribing 
to our weekly notice sheet. Take a look online at yorkminster.org/get-involved/
community or ask a steward or a member of the clergy for more information.



Some of the material in this Order of Service is reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown. It is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press. The texts of the Scripture readings are taken from the New Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible (Anglicized edition), copyright © 1989, 1994 the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. The words of copyright hymns and 
songs are reproduced under CCL 270217. Copyright music is reproduced under MRL 941175. This 
compilation is copyright © 2026 The Chapter of York. The Chapter of York (York Minster) is a 
Registered Charity (Number 1201499).


