
THE EUCHARIST

ON THE

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Sunday 19nd April 2026
at 11.00 am



The Eucharist
Welcome to this service of Holy Communion on the Third Sunday of Easter.
We are grateful to the Saffron Singers for singing our services this weekend while the 
Choir of York Minster is on holiday. The setting of the Eucharist is the Missa brevis 
by Zoltán Kodály (1882–1967).
The President is the Reverend Jane Speck, Honorary Minor Canon, Chaplain of York 
St John University. The Preacher is the Reverend Canon James Milne, Precentor.

Information about this Service
	♦ This service is being live-streamed, but care is taken to focus on the clergy and 

choir and not the congregation. For licensing and safeguarding reasons, please 
do not record this service on your own devices.

	♦ The Chapter of York Minster is committed to the safeguarding and protection 
of children, young people, and vulnerable adults. If you therefore have any 
concerns about the welfare of a child, a young person or a vulnerable adult, 
or about the behaviour of someone in relation to safeguarding, please do not 
hesitate to contact our Safeguarding Officer, Caroline Wood: Tel: 01904 559542, 
Mobile: 07843 339980, Email: carolinew@yorkminster.org. If you believe 
someone is at immediate risk of harm, please call the emergency services on 999.

	♦ Please follow the directions of the stewards. Where "Sit" or "Stand" are 
indicated, these are given simply as a guide. Throughout the service please feel 
free to adopt the posture that is most comfortable for you.

	♦ Please join in singing the congregational responses, as well as in saying together 
the words printed in bold type.

	♦ It is the custom at the Minster to receive the wine from the chalice only and 
not to intinct; please do not dip the wafer into the wine. Gluten-free wafers are 
available. If you do not wish to take communion but would like to receive a 
blessing, please come forward and let the minister know. 

	♦ We are grateful for all who give to support the mission and ministry of York 
Minster. You can offer a gift, or set up regular giving, by using the following QR 
code. 10% of all giving received during this service will be given to charities York 
Minster supports – HOPE Africa, a charity initiated by our companion link 
dioceses in SA; Mustard Seed, a York Diocese organisation which works in the 
most deprived areas of our diocese; and a number of charities who work locally 
with homeless people in the City of York. Thank you for all you are able to give.

	♦ Donations can be made via the following QR code:
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The Gathering
Prayers are said.

Stand for the Processional Hymn.

Processional Hymn

1. Come, ye faithful, raise the strain
  of triumphant gladness;
God hath brought his Israel
  into joy from sadness;
loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke
  Jacob’s sons and daughters;
led them with unmoistened foot
  through the Red Sea waters.

2. ’Tis the spring of souls to-day;
  Christ hath burst his prison,
and from three days’ sleep in death
  as a sun hath risen;
all the winter of our sins,
  long and dark, is flying
from his light, to whom we give
  laud and praise undying.

3. Now the queen of seasons, bright
  with the day of splendour,
with the royal feast of feasts,
  comes its joy to render;
comes to glad Jerusalem,
  who with true affection
welcomes in unwearied strains
  Jesu’s Resurrection.

4. Neither might the gates of death,
  nor the tomb’s dark portal,
nor the watchers, nor the seal,
  hold thee as a mortal;
but today amidst thine own
  thou didst stand, bestowing
that thy peace which evermore
  passeth human knowing.

Words neh 106, Greek, St John of Damascus (c 750)
translated into English by the Reverend John Mason Neale (1816–1866)
Tune Ave Virgo Virginum, neh 106, traditional melody as set in the
Catholicum Hymnologium Germanicum by Johannes Leisentritt (Cologne, 1584)
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The Greeting

The President says:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

The President introduces the service.

Prayers of Penitence

A Deacon says:

Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God.
Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil
and confess our sins in penitence and faith.

God our Father,
long-suffering, full of grace and truth,
you create us from nothing and give us life.
You give your faithful people new life
in the water of baptism.
You do not turn your face from us,
nor cast us aside.
We confess that we have sinned
against you and our neighbour.
We have wounded your love
and marred your image in us.
Restore us for the sake of your Son,
and bring us to heavenly joy,
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The President says:

The God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Remain standing as the choir sings the Gloria, during the people are sprinkled with 
water as a sign of their Baptism.

Gloria in Excelsis
Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax 
hominibus bonae voluntatis. 
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, 
glorificamus te, gratias agimus tibi propter 
magnam gloriam tuam.

Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, Deus  
Pater omnipotens. Domine Fili unigenite, 
Jesu Christe: Domine Deus, Agnus Dei,
Filius Patris, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
miserere nobis, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
suscipe deprecationem nostram. Qui sedes  
ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis.

Quoniam tu solus sanctus,
tu solus Dominus,
tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe,  
cum Sancto Spiritu,  
in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his 
people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect

Let us pray.

Silence is kept.

Almighty Father,
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples
with the sight of the risen Lord:
give us such knowledge of his presence with us,
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Sit.
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The Liturgy of the Word

New Testament Reading

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

On the day of Pentecost, Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed the crowd,

‘Let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both 
Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to 
the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter said to them, ‘Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins 
may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise 
is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to him.’ And he testified with many other arguments and 
exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ So those 
who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand 
persons were added.

Acts 2. 14a, 36–41

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Stand.

Gradual Hymn
Turn to face the Deacon as the Gospel Procession moves down the Nave.

  Alleluia, alleluia,
  give thanks to the risen Lord.
  Alleluia, alleluia,
  give praise to his name.

1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth:
  he is the King of creation:
  Alleluia, alleluia…

2. Spread the good news o’er all the earth:
  Jesus has died and has risen:
  Alleluia, alleluia…

3. We have been crucified with Christ:
  now we shall live for ever:
  Alleluia, alleluia…

4. Come, let us praise the living God,
  joyfully sing to our Saviour:
  Alleluia, alleluia…

Words am 197, Donald Fishel (b 1950)
Tune Alleluia No 1, am 197, melody by Donald Fishel © 1979 International 
Liturgy Publications. Administered by Song Solutions CopyCare. 

Remain standing.
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Gospel Reading

The choir begins the Alleluia; the congregation then joins in the response, which is 
sung before and after the verse:

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

On that same day, two of the disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that 
had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near 
and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to 
them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood 
still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are 
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken 
place there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things 
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 
tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came 
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was 
alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said; but they did not see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish 
you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was 

Glo ry- to you, O Lord.
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it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them 
the things about himself in all the scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave 
it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished 
from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us 
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ 
That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 
and their companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the 
road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Luke 24. 13–35

After the Gospel the Deacon says:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

The organist plays a musical response to the Gospel.

Sit for the sermon.

Sermon

The Reverend Canon James Milne, Precentor

The organist plays a musical response to the sermon.

Stand to say the Creed.

Praise to you, O Christ.

&
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The Creed

Let us affirm our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession

The President introduces the prayers with these words:

In joy and hope let us pray to the Father.

Sit or kneel.

This response is used:

Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us.

The President concludes with these words:

Heavenly Father,
you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:
grant that, as his death has recalled us to life,
so his continual presence in us may raise us to eternal joy;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Stand.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace

The President introduces the Peace:
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia!

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

A Deacon says:
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All are invited to exchange a sign of peace.
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Offertory Hymn

1. O praise our great and glorious Lord,
  and call upon his name,
to strains of joy tune every chord,
  his mighty acts proclaim:
tell how he freed his chosen race
  from Pharoah’s heavy hand,
and led them by his sovereign grace
  to seek the promised land.

2. He gave the shadowing cloud by day,
  the moving fire by night,
to guide his people on their way,
  and make their darkness light:
to us, the light of Christ our Lord
  illumines all our ways;
he leads us by his gospel word,
  and turns our sighs to praise.

3. We too have manna from on high,
  the bread that came from heaven,
and he who brought salvation nigh
  has living water given:
a rock is ours, from whence the spring
  in rich abundance flows,
and Christ that rock, our priest and king,
  both life and health bestows.
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4. Come, let us prize this heavenly food,
  and trust our heavenly guide,
so shall we find death’s fearful flood
  serene as Jordan’s tide;
so safely reach th’eternal shore
  no more by ills opprest;
where saints their Lord and God adore,
  and in his glory, rest.

Words neh 116, the editors of New English Hymnal
based on verses by Harriet Auber (1773–1862)
Tune St Matthew, neh 116, William Croft (1678–1727)

Taking of the Bread and Wine

Let us pray.

Risen Lord Jesus Christ,
we believe you, and all we have heard is true.
When you break bread
may we recognise you as the fire that burns within us,
that we may bring light to the world.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
For by the mystery of his passion
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,
has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.
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He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory.

The choir sings:

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus,
Dominus Deus Sabaoth,
pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Benedictus qui venit in nomine
Domini. Hosanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.

Remain standing.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
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A Deacon says:

Great is the mystery of faith:

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Peter the Apostle, William of York, and all the saints,
to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

A short silence is kept.

A men.-
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The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying:

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion

The President says an invitation to communion:

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Sit or kneel whilst making your preparation to receive communion
and for prayerful reflection afterwards.

During the distribution of communion the choir sings:

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
dona nobis pacem.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world, grant us peace.

Communion is administered at a number of places. You will be guided by the stewards. 
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Prayer after Communion

Stand.

The President says:

Let us pray.

Living God,
your Son made himself known to his disciples
in the breaking of bread:
open the eyes of our faith,
that we may see him in all his redeeming work;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen.

You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ,
and you have made yourself known in the breaking of the bread.
Abide with us, we pray,
that, blessed by your royal presence,
we may walk with you all the days of our life,
and at its end behold you in the glory of the eternal Trinity,
one God for ever and ever.
Amen.



18

Hymn

1. The strife is o’er, the battle done;
  now is the Victor’s triumph won;
O let the song of praise be sung.
  Alleluya!

2. Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst,
  and Jesus hath his foes dispersed;
let shouts of praise and joy outburst.
  Alleluya!

3. On the third morn he rose again
  glorious in majesty to reign;
O let us swell the joyful strain.
  Alleluya!

Words neh 119, Seventeenth-century Latin,
translated into English by Francis Pott (1832–1909)
Tune Victory, neh 119, adapted from the Gloria of Palestrina’s
Magnificat tertii toni with Alleluya by William Henry Monk (1823–1889)
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The Dismissal
Remain standing.

The President says:

The God of peace,
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always.
Amen.

The Deacon sings:

Everyone responds:

Go in the peace of Christ. Al le- lu- ia!- Al le- lu- ia!-
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Voluntary
Ite, missa est (Missa Brevis)� Zoltán Kodály (1882–1967)

There will be an opportunity to make a donation to support the music, ministry and 
mission of York Minster as you leave.

If you worship regularly at York Minster, you are already a member of our community. 
Please help us know who you are by joining the Community Roll and by subscribing 
to our weekly notice sheet. Take a look online at yorkminster.org/get-involved/
community or ask a steward or a member of the clergy for more information.

Material in this Order of Service is taken from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church 
of England and Common Worship: Times and Seasons, copyright © 2000–2006 the Archbishops’ 
Council. The texts of the Scripture readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible (Anglicized edition), copyright © 1989, 1994 the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. The words of copyright hymns and songs are reproduced 
under CCL 270217. Copyright music is reproduced under MRL 941175. This compilation is 
copyright © 2026 The Chapter of York. The Chapter of York (York Minster) is a Registered Charity 
(Number 1201499).


