
CHOR AL EVENSONG

ON THE

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

Sunday 20 August 2023
at 4.00 pm



Welcome
A warm welcome to York Minster and to this service of Choral Evensong. 
Welcome if you are a regular worshipper and know the Minster well, and 
welcome if you are experiencing this building and this form of worship for the 
first time today.

While the Minster Choir is on summer holiday, we are grateful to members of 
Dutch Cathedral Singers, who are singing the services this week.

Today’s service will be live streamed from the Minster. In this service we are 
immersed in the words of scripture, spoken and sung, and we are given time and 
space to lose ourselves in prayer and come closer to God.

Information about this Service

 ♦ Please join in saying together the words printed in bold type and in singing 
the hymn.

 ♦ This service is being live-streamed, but care is taken to focus on the clergy 
and choir and not the congregation.

 ♦ Please follow the directions of the stewards.
 ♦ For licensing and safeguarding reasons, please do not record this service on 

your own devices.
 ♦ The Minster donates 10% of the cash and direct debits given by worshippers 

at this service to charity. We are currently supporting three charities: 
HOPE Africa, a charity which was initiated by our companion link 
dioceses in SA; Mustard Seed, a York Diocese based organisation which 
works in the poorest parts of our diocese; and a variety of Refugee charities 
based in the City of York. The rest of the money given at this service is used 
to support the mission and ministry of York Minster. Thank you for your 
generosity.
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Order of Service

Please stand when the choir enters the Quire.

Preces
Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips; 
Choir And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Cantor O God, make speed to save us;
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.

Cantor Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
 world without end. Amen.

Cantor Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.

Music Paul Spicer (b 1952)

Please sit for the singing of the psalm but stand for the final Gloria.

Psalmody
Lord, thou hast been our refuge ♦ from one generation to another.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth and the world were 

made ♦ thou art God from everlasting, and world without end.
Thou turnest man to destruction ♦ again thou sayest, Come again, ye children of 

men.
For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday ♦ seeing that is past as a 

watch in the night.
As soon as thou scatterest them they are even as a sleep ♦ and fade away suddenly 

like the grass.
In the morning it is green, and groweth up ♦ but in the evening it is cut down, 

dried up and withered.
For we consume away in thy displeasure ♦ and are afraid at thy wrathful 

indignation.
Thou hast set our misdeeds before thee ♦ and our secret sins in the light of thy 

countenance.
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For when thou art angry all our days are gone ♦ we bring our years to an end, as 
it were a tale that is told.

The days of our age are threescore years and ten; and though men be so strong 
that they come to fourscore years ♦ yet is their strength then but labour and 
sorrow; so soon passeth it away, and we are gone.

But who regardeth the power of thy wrath ♦ for even thereafter as a man feareth, 
so is thy displeasure.

So teach us to number our days ♦ that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.

Please stand.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Psalm 90.1–12

Please sit.

First Lesson
The First Lesson is from the Second Book of Kings.

Now the wife of a member of the company of prophets cried to Elisha, ‘Your 
servant my husband is dead; and you know that your servant feared the Lord, but 
a creditor has come to take my two children as slaves.’ Elisha said to her, ‘What 
shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?’ She answered, ‘Your 
servant has nothing in the house, except a jar of oil.’ He said, ‘Go outside, borrow 
vessels from all your neighbours, empty vessels and not just a few. Then go in, 
and shut the door behind you and your children, and start pouring into all these 
vessels; when each is full, set it aside.’ So she left him and shut the door behind 
her and her children; they kept bringing vessels to her, and she kept pouring. 
When the vessels were full, she said to her son, ‘Bring me another vessel.’ But he 
said to her, ‘There are no more.’ Then the oil stopped flowing. She came and told 
the man of God, and he said, ‘Go, sell the oil and pay your debts, and you and 
your children can live on the rest.’

One day Elisha was passing through Shunem, where a wealthy woman lived, who 
urged him to have a meal. So whenever he passed that way, he would stop there 
for a meal. She said to her husband, ‘Look, I am sure that this man who regularly 
passes our way is a holy man of God. Let us make a small roof chamber with 
walls, and put there for him a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp, so that he can stay 
there whenever he comes to us.’
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One day when he came there, he went up to the chamber and lay down there. He 
said to his servant Gehazi, ‘Call the Shunammite woman.’ When he had called 
her, she stood before him. He said to him, ‘Say to her, Since you have taken all 
this trouble for us, what may be done for you? Would you have a word spoken 
on your behalf to the king or to the commander of the army?’ She answered, ‘I 
live among my own people.’ He said, ‘What then may be done for her?’ Gehazi 
answered, ‘Well, she has no son, and her husband is old.’ He said, ‘Call her.’ 
When he had called her, she stood at the door. He said, ‘At this season, in due 
time, you shall embrace a son.’ She replied, ‘No, my lord, O man of God; do not 
deceive your servant.’

The woman conceived and bore a son at that season, in due time, as Elisha had 
declared to her.

When the child was older, he went out one day to his father among the reapers. 
He complained to his father, ‘Oh, my head, my head!’ The father said to his 
servant, ‘Carry him to his mother.’ He carried him and brought him to his 
mother; the child sat on her lap until noon, and he died. She went up and laid 
him on the bed of the man of God, closed the door on him, and left. Then she 
called to her husband, and said, ‘Send me one of the servants and one of the 
donkeys, so that I may quickly go to the man of God and come back again.’ He 
said, ‘Why go to him today? It is neither new moon nor sabbath.’ She said, ‘It 
will be all right.’ Then she saddled the donkey and said to her servant, ‘Urge the 
animal on; do not hold back for me unless I tell you.’ So she set out, and came to 
the man of God at Mount Carmel.

When the man of God saw her coming, he said to Gehazi his servant, ‘Look, 
there is the Shunammite woman; run at once to meet her, and say to her, Are 
you all right? Is your husband all right? Is the child all right?’ She answered, ‘It 
is all right.’ When she came to the man of God at the mountain, she caught hold 
of his feet. Gehazi approached to push her away. But the man of God said, ‘Let 
her alone, for she is in bitter distress; the Lord has hidden it from me and has 
not told me.’ Then she said, ‘Did I ask my lord for a son? Did I not say, Do not 
mislead me?’ He said to Gehazi, ‘Gird up your loins, and take my staff in your 
hand, and go. If you meet anyone, give no greeting, and if anyone greets you, do 
not answer; and lay my staff on the face of the child.’ Then the mother of the 
child said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave without 
you.’ So he rose up and followed her. Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff 
on the face of the child, but there was no sound or sign of life. He came back to 
meet him and told him, ‘The child has not awakened.’
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When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead on his bed. So he 
went in and closed the door on the two of them, and prayed to the Lord. Then 
he got up on the bed and lay upon the child, putting his mouth upon his mouth, 
his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands; and while he lay bent over 
him, the flesh of the child became warm. He got down, walked once to and fro 
in the room, then got up again and bent over him; the child sneezed seven times, 
and the child opened his eyes. Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, ‘Call the 
Shunammite woman.’ So he called her. When she came to him, he said, ‘Take 
your son.’ She came and fell at his feet, bowing to the ground; then she took her 
son and left.

Here ends the First Lesson.
2 Kings 4. 1–37

Please stand.

Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud, in the 

imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and 

meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty 

away.
He remembering his mercy: hath holpen his servant Israel.
As he promised to our forefathers: Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55
Music Evening Service in E flat, Healey Willan (1880–1968)

Please sit.
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Second Lesson

The Second Lesson is from the Acts of the Apostles.

Paul went on also to Derbe and to Lystra, where there was a disciple named 
Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer; but his father was 
a Greek. He was well spoken of by the believers in Lystra and Iconium. Paul 
wanted Timothy to accompany him; and he took him and had him circumcised 
because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father 
was a Greek. As they went from town to town, they delivered to them for 
observance the decisions that had been reached by the apostles and elders who 
were in Jerusalem. So the churches were strengthened in the faith and increased 
in numbers daily.

They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by 
the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. When they had come opposite Mysia, 
they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; so, 
passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. During the night Paul had a vision: 
there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.’ When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to 
cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the 
good news to them.

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following 
day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district 
of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 
On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed 
there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who 
had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was 
listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The 
Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and 
her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us.

Here ends the Second Lesson.
Acts 16. 1–15

Please stand.
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Nunc Dimittis

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou hast prepared before the face 

of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2. 29–32
Music Evening Service in E flat, Healey Willan (1880–1968)

Please remain standing and turn to face east.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Lesser Litany and Responses

Cantor The Lord be with you.
Choir And with thy spirit.

Cantor Let us pray.

Please kneel or sit.

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us.
 Christ, have mercy upon us.
 Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Our Father, 
 which art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name;
 thy kingdom come;
 thy will be done,
 in earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation;
 but deliver us from evil. 
 Amen.

Cantor O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
Choir And grant us thy salvation.

Cantor O Lord, save the King.
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Cantor Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful.

Cantor O Lord, save thy people.
Choir And bless thine inheritance.

Cantor Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 
 but only thou, O God.

Cantor O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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The Collects 

O GOD, who declarest thy almighty power most chiefly in shewing mercy and 
pity: Mercifully grant unto us such a measure of thy grace, that we, running 
the way of thy commandments, may obtain thy gracious promises, and be made 
partakers of thy heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Music Paul Spicer

Please sit.

Anthem
Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
and lighten with celestial fire;  
thou the anointing Spirit art, 
who dost thy seven-fold gifts impart.
Thy blessèd unction from above 
is comfort, life, and fire of love;

Enable with perpetual light 
the dullness of our blinded sight.
Anoint and cheer our soilèd face 
with the abundance of thy grace:
keep far our foes, give peace at home;
where thou art guide no ill can come.

Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
and thee, of both, to be but one;
that through the ages all along
this may be our endless song, 
‘Praise to thy eternal merit,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.’ 

Words Latin paraphrased by John Cosin (1594–1672)
Music Thomas Attwood (1765–1838)

Sermon
The Revd Maggie McLean, Canon Missioner

Please stand.
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Hymn

1. Come, ye faithful, raise the anthem,
 cleave the skies with shouts of praise;
sing to him who found the ransom,
 Ancient of eternal Days,
God of God, the Word incarnate,
 whom the heaven of heaven obeys.

2. Ere he raised the lofty mountains,
 formed the seas, or built the sky,
love eternal, free, and boundless,
 moved the Lord of life to die,
fore-ordained the Prince of princes
 for the throne of Calvary.

3. There, for us and our redemption,
 see him all his life-blood pour!
There he wins our full salvation,
 dies that we may die no more;
then, arising, lives for ever,
 reigning where he was before.

4. Laud and honour to the Father,
 laud and honour to the Son,
laud and honour to the Spirit,
 ever Three and ever One,
consubstantial, co-eternal,
 while unending ages run.

Words am 619 Job Hupton (1762–1849) and the Revd John Mason Neale (1818–66)
Tune Neander, am 619, Joachim Neander (1640–80)

Please remain standing.
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The Blessing

Voluntary
 

There will be an opportunity to make a donation to support the music, ministry and 
mission of York Minster as you leave.

Some of the material in this Order of Service is reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown. It is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press. This compilation is copyright © 2023 The Chapter of York.


