
CHOR AL EVENSONG

ON THE

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

Sunday 13 August 2023
at 4.00 pm



Welcome
A warm welcome to York Minster and to this service of Choral Evensong. 
Welcome if you are a regular worshipper and know the Minster well, and 
welcome if you are experiencing this building and this form of worship for the 
first time today.

While the Minster Choir is on summer holiday, we are grateful to members of 
Lyra Davidica, who are singing the services this week.

Today’s service will be live streamed from the Minster. In this service we are 
immersed in the words of scripture, spoken and sung, and we are given time and 
space to lose ourselves in prayer and come closer to God.

Information about this Service

	♦ Please join in saying together the words printed in bold type and in singing 
the hymn.

	♦ This service is being live-streamed, but care is taken to focus on the clergy 
and choir and not the congregation.

	♦ Please follow the directions of the stewards.
	♦ For licensing and safeguarding reasons, please do not record this service on 

your own devices.
	♦ The Minster donates 10% of the cash and direct debits given by worshippers 

at this service to charity. We are currently supporting three charities: 
HOPE Africa, a charity which was initiated by our companion link 
dioceses in SA; Mustard Seed, a York Diocese based organisation which 
works in the poorest parts of our diocese; and a variety of Refugee charities 
based in the City of York. The rest of the money given at this service is used 
to support the mission and ministry of York Minster. Thank you for your 
generosity.
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Order of Service

Please stand when the choir enters the Quire.

Preces
Cantor	 O Lord, open thou our lips; 
Choir	 And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Cantor	 O God, make speed to save us;
Choir	 O Lord, make haste to help us.

	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
	 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
	 world without end. Amen.

	 Praise ye the Lord.
	 The Lord’s name be praised.

Music Richard Ayleward (1626–1669)

Please sit for the singing of the psalm but stand for the final Gloria.

Psalmody
Bow down thine ear, O Lord, and hear me ♦ for I am poor, and in misery.
Preserve thou my soul, for I am holy ♦ my God, save thy servant that putteth his 

trust in thee.
Be merciful unto me, O Lord ♦ for I will call daily upon thee.
Comfort the soul of thy servant ♦ for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.
For thou, Lord, art good and gracious ♦ and of great mercy unto all them that 

call upon thee.
Give ear, Lord, unto my prayer ♦ and ponder the voice of my humble desires.
In the time of my trouble I will call upon thee ♦ for thou hearest me.
Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord ♦ there is not one that can 

do as thou doest.
All nations whom thou hadst made shall come and worship thee, O Lord ♦ and 

shall glorify thy Name.
For thou art great, and doest wondrous things ♦ thou art God alone.
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Teach me thy way, O Lord, and I will walk in thy truth ♦ O knit my heart unto 
thee, that I may fear thy Name.

I will thank thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart ♦ and will praise thy Name 
for evermore.

For great is thy mercy toward me ♦ and thou hast delivered my soul from the 
nethermost hell.

O God, the proud are risen against me ♦ and the congregations of naughty men 
have sought after my soul, and have not set thee before their eyes.

But thou, O Lord God, art full of compassion and mercy ♦ long-suffering, 
plenteous in goodness and truth.

O turn thee then unto me, and have mercy upon me ♦ give thy strength unto thy 
servant, and help the son of thine handmaid.

Shew some token upon me for good, that they who hate me may see it and be 
ashamed ♦ because thou, Lord, hast holpen me and comforted me.

Please stand.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Psalm 86

Please sit.

First Lesson
The First Lesson is from the First Book of Kings.

Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, all that he did as well as his wisdom, are 
they not written in the Book of the Acts of Solomon? The time that Solomon 
reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. Solomon slept with his 
ancestors and was buried in the city of his father David; and his son Rehoboam 
succeeded him.

Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make him 
king. When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard of it (for he was still in Egypt, where 
he had fled from King Solomon), then Jeroboam returned from Egypt. And they 
sent and called him; and Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came and said 
to Rehoboam, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard 
service of your father and his heavy yoke that he placed on us, and we will serve 
you.’ He said to them, ‘Go away for three days, then come again to me.’ So the 
people went away.
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Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the older men who had attended his 
father Solomon while he was still alive, saying, ‘How do you advise me to answer 
this people?’ They answered him, ‘If you will be a servant to this people today 
and serve them, and speak good words to them when you answer them, then 
they will be your servants for ever.’ But he disregarded the advice that the older 
men gave him, and consulted the young men who had grown up with him and 
now attended him. He said to them, ‘What do you advise that we answer this 
people who have said to me, “Lighten the yoke that your father put on us”?’ The 
young men who had grown up with him said to him, ‘Thus you should say to 
this people who spoke to you, “Your father made our yoke heavy, but you must 
lighten it for us”; thus you should say to them, “My little finger is thicker than 
my father’s loins. Now, whereas my father laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to 
your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with 
scorpions.” ’

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king 
had said, ‘Come to me again on the third day.’ The king answered the people 
harshly. He disregarded the advice that the older men had given him and spoke 
to them according to the advice of the young men, ‘My father made your yoke 
heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but 
I will discipline you with scorpions.’ So the king did not listen to the people, 
because it was a turn of affairs brought about by the Lord that he might fulfil his 
word, which the Lord had spoken by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of 
Nebat.

When all Israel saw that the king would not listen to them, the people answered 
the king,
‘What share do we have in David?
   We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.
To your tents, O Israel!
   Look now to your own house, O David.’
So Israel went away to their tents. But Rehoboam reigned over the Israelites 
who were living in the towns of Judah. When King Rehoboam sent Adoram, 
who was taskmaster over the forced labour, all Israel stoned him to death. King 
Rehoboam then hurriedly mounted his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. So Israel has 
been in rebellion against the house of David to this day.

When all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him to 
the assembly and made him king over all Israel. There was no one who followed 
the house of David, except the tribe of Judah alone.

Here ends the First Lesson.
1 Kings 11. 41–12. 20
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Please stand.

Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud, in the 

imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and 

meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty 

away.
He remembering his mercy: hath holpen his servant Israel.
As he promised to our forefathers: Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55
Music Evening Service in D, Jack Hawes (1916–2004)

Please sit.
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Second Lesson

The Second Lesson is from the Acts of the Apostles.

In Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet and had never 
walked, for he had been crippled from birth. He listened to Paul as he was 
speaking. And Paul, looking at him intently and seeing that he had faith to be 
healed, said in a loud voice, ‘Stand upright on your feet.’ And the man sprang 
up and began to walk. When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they shouted 
in the Lycaonian language, ‘The gods have come down to us in human form!’ 
Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes, because he was the 
chief speaker. The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought 
oxen and garlands to the gates; he and the crowds wanted to offer sacrifice. 
When the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their clothes and 
rushed out into the crowd, shouting, ‘Friends, why are you doing this? We are 
mortals just like you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from 
these worthless things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth 
and the sea and all that is in them. In past generations he allowed all the nations 
to follow their own ways; yet he has not left himself without a witness in doing 
good—giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling you with 
food and your hearts with joy.’ Even with these words, they scarcely restrained 
the crowds from offering sacrifice to them.

But Jews came there from Antioch and Iconium and won over the crowds. Then 
they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 
But when the disciples surrounded him, he got up and went into the city. The 
next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe.

Here ends the Second Lesson.
Acts 14. 8–20

Please stand.
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Nunc Dimittis

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou hast prepared before the face 

of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2. 29–32
Music Evening Service in D, Jack Hawes (1916–2004)

Please remain standing and turn to face east.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Lesser Litany and Responses

Cantor	 The Lord be with you.
Choir	 And with thy spirit.

Cantor	 Let us pray.

Please kneel or sit.

Choir	 Lord, have mercy upon us.
	 Christ, have mercy upon us.
	 Lord, have mercy upon us.

	 Our Father, 
	 which art in heaven, 
	 hallowed be thy name;
	 thy kingdom come;
	 thy will be done,
	 in earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	 And forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation;
	 but deliver us from evil. 
	 Amen.

Cantor	 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
Choir	 And grant us thy salvation.

Cantor	 O Lord, save the King.
Choir	 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Cantor	 Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
Choir	 And make thy chosen people joyful.

Cantor	 O Lord, save thy people.
Choir	 And bless thine inheritance.

Cantor	 Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir	 Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 
	 but only thou, O God.

Cantor	 O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir	 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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The Collects 

Let thy merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of thy humble servants; and 
that they may obtain their petitions make them to ask such things as shall please 
thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Music Richard Ayleward

Please sit.

Anthem
Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it. Love is strong 
as death. Greater love hath no man than this: that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.

Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead 
to sins, should live unto righteousness.

Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus. Ye 
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation; that ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light.

I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies, a 
living sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

Words Song of Solomon 8. 6–7; John 15. 13; 1 Peter 2. 24; 1 Corinthians 6. 11;
1 Peter 2. 9; Romans 12. 1
Music John Ireland (1879–1962)

Sermon
Canon Peter Collier, Cathedral Reader	

Please stand.
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Hymn

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
  there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not,
  as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be.

  Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
    Morning by morning new mercies I see;
  all I have needed thy hand hath provided,
    great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.

2. Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest,
  sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
join with all nature in manifold witness
  to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

  Great is thy faithfulness…

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
  thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
  blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

  Great is thy faithfulness…

Words am 650, Thomas Obadiah Chisholm (1866–1960)
Tune Faithfulness, am 650, William Marion Runyan (1870–1957)

Please remain standing.
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The Blessing

Voluntary
Flourish for an Occasion� Sir William Henry Harris (1883–1973)

There will be an opportunity to make a donation to support the music, ministry and 
mission of York Minster as you leave.

Some of the material in this Order of Service is reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown. It is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press. This compilation is copyright © 2023 The Chapter of York.


