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In the Middle Ages, the Church kept Advent as a season of great solemnity—a time in 
which to meditate upon the ultimate issues of death, judgement, hell and heaven. Advent, 
though, was also a time of great rejoicing. For Christ would come, not only as Judge, 
but also as Saviour, and would usher in the Kingdom of God. Advent provided a vivid 
preparation for Christmas. Processions from west to east, and the use of lights, spoke of 
the Church’s hope in the coming of Christ—the Light of the world—to banish sin and 
darkness. Antiphons were sung, calling upon God to deliver his people, and readings from 
the Old Testament were seen as pointing to the fulfilment of God’s purposes in Jesus.

This Service aims to recapture something of that Advent longing and hope. It begins 
in darkness with the choir and clergy gathering at the West End of the Minster. The 
Blessing of Light follows and, as the Service unfolds, the Light is carried to other parts 
of the Church as the Procession moves from west to east. The remainder of the Service is 
structured around the great Advent Antiphons, known as the ‘Great Os’. These were sung 
originally as Antiphons to the Magnificat at the Evening Office from 17 to 23 December, 
and have provided a rich source of devotional imagery in Advent. The readings and music 
serve to complement the Antiphons, and help us reflect on the theme of the Christ who 
comes to judge and save his people. The Antiphons are gathered together in the hymn,  
O come, O come, Emmanuel. The Service ends in quiet but confident hope in the one who 
is to come. Even so come, Lord Jesus.

The service is sung by York Minster Choir and the Great Advent Antiphons are sung by  
The Ebor Singers, placed at some distance from the Minster Choir. The readings are read by 
those who work, volunteer and worship at the Minster.

Lighting the Candles
The robed candle-bearers light the candles of the people at the end of each row. It is simplest for 
the lit candle to be held vertically, with the unlit candle held towards it horizontally. Please 
pass the light along the row, but not forwards.

The use of private cameras, tape recorders and video recorders is prohibited. Please make sure 
that mobile telephones are switched off.

Organ music before the service
Fantasia in C minor, bwv 562� J S Bach
Wachet auf ruft uns die Stimme, I & II � J G Walther
Light in darkness � Kerensa Briggs
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, bwv 660 & 661� J S Bach

Please remain seated as the procession moves to the West End of the Minster. The chorale 
prelude Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, bwv 659 (Now come, Saviour of the nations) by  
J S Bach, is played, and the lights in the Minster are extinguished.
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The Blessing of the Light

As lights at the Lectern and the choir lights are lit, the congregation stands and faces 
West.

The choir sings the Advent Responsory:

I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming,
and a cloud covering the whole earth.
Go ye out to meet him and say:
Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel?

High and low, rich and poor, one with another,
Go ye out to meet him and say:
Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep.
Tell us, art thou he that should come?
Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to reign over thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming,
and a cloud covering the whole earth.
Go ye out to meet him and say:
Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel?

Words Matins of the First Sunday in Advent in the Sarum Breviary
Music G P da Palestrina (1525–94) adapted by David Willcocks (1919–2015)

A cantor and the choir sing:

You, O Lord are my lamp: you turn our darkness into light.
With you, O Lord, is the well of life: in your light shall we see light.
Your word is a lantern to my feet: and a light upon our path.

The Advent Candle is lit.

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world: a light no darkness can quench.

Words Psalms 18.28, 36.9, 119.105, and after John 8.12, 1.5
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A minister says:

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe,
eternal creator of day and night.
Now, as darkness has fallen, hear the prayer of your faithful people.
Wash away our transgressions, cleanse us by your refining fire,
and make us temples of your Holy Spirit.
May we live in watchfulness
as we wait for the coming of your Son Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the world and all its works.
Rouse us from the sleep of sin, and make us ready to enter your kingdom,
where songs of praise for ever sound.
For you are the true light, who lightens everyone,
and the new heavens and the new earth join to sing your praise,
now and for evermore.
Amen.

Please sit.

The Word of God

First Antiphon: O Sapientia
during which the procession moves to the North Nave Aisle

O WISDOM, which camest out of the mouth of the most High,
and reachest from one end to another,
mightily and sweetly ordering all things:
Come and teach us the way of prudence.

First Reading
The Wisdom of God, the creator of all, dwells with God’s people.

‘I came forth from the mouth of the Most High,
  and covered the earth like a mist.
I dwelt in the highest heavens,
  and my throne was in a pillar of cloud.
Alone I compassed the vault of heaven
  and traversed the depths of the abyss.
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Over waves of the sea, over all the earth,
  and over every people and nation I have held sway.
Among all these I sought a resting-place;
  in whose territory should I abide?

‘Then the Creator of all things gave me a command,
  and my Creator chose the place for my tent.
He said, “Make your dwelling in Jacob,
  and in Israel receive your inheritance.”
Before the ages, in the beginning, he created me,
  and for all the ages I shall not cease to be.

Ecclesiasticus 24. 3–9

The choir sings:

1. Adam lay ybounden,
  bounden in a bond;
four thousand winter
  thought he not too long.

2. And all was for an apple,
  an apple that he took,
as clerkes finden
  written in their book.

3. Ne had the apple taken been,
  the apple taken been,
ne had never our lady
  a been heavene queen.

4. Blessed be the time
  that apple taken was,
Therefore we moun singen
  Deo gratias.

Words Anon 15th century ♦ Music Howard Skempton (b. 1947)

Second Antiphon: O Adonaï
during which the procession moves to the South Nave Aisle

O ADONAÏ, and leader of the house of Israel,
who appearedst in the bush to Moses in a flame of fire,
and gavest him the Law in Sinai:
Come and deliver us with an outstretched arm.
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Second Reading
Moses’ encounter with God at the burning bush, and the giving of the Commandments.

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he 
led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he 
looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, ‘I 
must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned 
up.’ When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him 
out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then he said, ‘Come 
no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground.’ He said further, ‘I am the God of your father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, 
for he was afraid to look at God. 

Exodus 3. 1–6

The choir sings:

Never weather-beaten sail more willing bent to shore,
never tired pilgrim’s limbs affected slumber more,
than my wearied spirit now longs to fly out of my troubled breast:
O come quickly, sweetest Lord, and take my soul to rest.

Ever blooming are the joys of heaven’s high paradise,
cold age deafs not there our ears, not vapour dims our eyes:
glory there the sun outshines, whose beams the blessed only see:
O come quickly, glorious Lord, and raise my spirit to thee.

Words Thomas Campion (1567–1620)
Music Richard Shephard (1949–2021)
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Third Antiphon: O Radix Jesse
during which the procession moves to the South Transept

O ROOT OF JESSE, which standest for an ensign of the people,
at whom kings shall shut their mouths,
to whom the Gentiles shall seek:
Come and deliver us, and tarry not.

Third Reading
God’s spirit will rest upon the one who is to come from the root of Jesse,  
that is, the royal house of David.

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
  the spirit of counsel and might,
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
  or decide by what his ears hear;
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Isaiah 11. 1–4a, 10

The choir sings:

Es ist ein Ros entsprungen,
Aus einer Wurzel zart,
Als uns die Alten sungen,
Von Jesse kam die Art,
Und hat ein Blümlein bracht
Mitten im kalten Winter
Wohl zu der halben Nacht.

A Spotless Rose is growing,
Sprung from a tender root,
Of ancient seers’ foreshowing,
Of Jesse promised fruit;
Its fairest bud unfolds to light
Amid the cold, cold winter,
And in the dark midnight.

Words 14th century, anon trans. Catherine Winkworth (1827–1878)
Music Michael Praetorius (1571–1621) and Jan Sandström (b. 1954)
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Fourth Antiphon: O Clavis David
during which the procession moves to the North Transept

O KEY OF DAVID, and Sceptre of the house of Israel; that openest  
and no man shuttest, and shuttest, and no man openeth:
Come and bring the prisoner out of the prison-house,
and him that sitteth in darkness and the shadow of death.

Fourth Reading
God’s rule will bring peace.

On that day I will call my servant and will clothe him with your robe and bind 
your sash on him. I will commit your authority to his hand, and he shall be a 
father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. I will place on 
his shoulder the key of the house of David; he shall open, and no one shall shut; 
he shall shut, and no one shall open. I will fasten him like a peg in a secure place, 
and he will become a throne of honour to his ancestral house.

Isaiah 22. 20–23

The choir sings:

Hosanna to the son of David.
Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, thou that sittest in the highest heavens.
Hosanna in excelsis Deo.

Words Matthew 21, Luke 19 ♦ Music Thomas Weelkes (c. 1574–1623)

Please stand.
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Hymn

1. Hills of the North, rejoice;
  river and mountain-spring,
Hark to the advent voice;
  valley and lowland sing:
though absent long, your Lord is nigh;
he judgement brings, and victory.

2. Isles of the Southern seas,
  deep in your coral caves
pent be each warring breeze,
  lulled be your restless waves:
he comes to reign with boundless sway,
and makes your wastes his great highway.

3. Lands of the East, awake,
  soon shall your sons be free;
the sleep of ages break,
  and rise to liberty.
On your far hills, long cold and grey,
has dawned the everlasting day.

4. Shores of the utmost West,
  ye that have waited long,
unvisited, unblest,
  break forth to swelling song;
high raise the note, that Jesus died,
yet lives and reigns, the Crucified.

5. Shout, while ye journey home;
  songs be in every mouth;
lo, from the north we come,
  from east and west and south.
City of God, the bond are free,
we come to live and reign in thee!

Words C E Oakley (1832–65)
Tune Little Cornard, neh 7, Martin Shaw (1875–1958)

Please sit.
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Fifth Antiphon: O Oriens
during which the procession moves to the Nave Sanctuary

O DAYSPRING, brightness of light everlasting,
and sun of righteousness:
Come and enlighten him that sitteth in darkness
and the shadow of death.

Fifth Reading
The preaching of John the Baptist and the coming of Christ the light are foretold.

See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 
evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of 
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who revere 
my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. You shall 
go out leaping like calves from the stall. And you shall tread down the wicked, 
for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the 
Lord of hosts.

Remember the teaching of my servant Moses, the statutes and ordinances that I 
commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of the 
Lord comes. He will turn the hearts of parents to their children and the hearts of 
children to their parents, so that I will not come and strike the land with a curse.

Malachi 4. 1–6

The choir sings:

People look East. The time is near
  of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
  trim the hearth and set the table.
People look East, and sing today:
  Love the Guest is on the way.

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare,
  one more seed is planted there:
give up your strength the seed to 
nourish,
  that in course the flower may 
flourish.
People look East, and sing today:
  Love the Rose is on the way.
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Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim
  one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather,
  bright as sun and moon together.
People look East, and sing today:
  Love the Star is on the way.

Angels, announce to man and beast
  Him who cometh from the East.
Set every peak and valley humming
  with the word, the Lord is coming.
People look East, and sing today:
  Love the Lord is on the way.

Words Eleanor Farjeon (1881–1965)
Music Besançon carol arranged by Barry Ferguson (b. 1942)

Sixth Antiphon: O Rex Gentium

O KING OF THE NATIONS, and their desire;
the Cornerstone, who makes both one:
Come and save mankind,
whom thou formest of clay.

Sixth Reading 
All the nations will come to the light of Christ.

Alas! that day is so great
  there is none like it;
it is a time of distress for Jacob;
  yet he shall be rescued from it.

On that day, says the Lord of hosts, I will break the yoke from off his neck, and I 
will burst his bonds, and strangers shall no more make a servant of him. But they 
shall serve the Lord their God and David their king, whom I will raise up for 
them.

But as for you, have no fear, my servant Jacob, says the Lord,
  and do not be dismayed, O Israel;
for I am going to save you from far away,
  and your offspring from the land of their captivity.
Jacob shall return and have quiet and ease,
  and no one shall make him afraid.
For I am with you, says the Lord, to save you;

Jeremiah 30. 7–11a
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The choir sings:

O thou the central orb of righteous love,
pure beam of the most high, eternal light
of this our wintry world, thy radiance bright
awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above.

Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine,
gilding our darksome heaven with rays divine;
thy saints with holy lustre round thee move,
as stars about thy throne, set in the height
of God’s ordaining counsel, as thy sight
gives measured grace to each, thy power to prove.

Let thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin,
our nature all shall feel eternal day,
in fellowship with thee, transforming clay
to souls erewhile unclean, now pure within.  Amen.

Words Henry Ramsden Bramley (1833–1917)
Music Charles Wood (1866–1926)

Please stand.
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Hymn

1. Hark, what a sound, and too divine for hearing,
  stirs on the earth and trembles in the air!
Is it the thunder of the Lord’s appearing?
  Is it the music of his people’s prayer?

2. Surely he cometh, and a thousand voices
  shout to the saints, and to the deaf are dumb;
surely he cometh, and the earth rejoices,
  glad in his coming who hath sworn, I come!

3. This hath he done, and shall we not adore him?
  This shall he do, and can we still despair?
Come, let us quickly fling ourselves before him,
  cast at his feet the burden of our care.

4. Through life, through death, through sorrow and through sinning,
  he shall suffice me, for he hath sufficed:
Christ is the end, for Christ was the beginning,
  Christ the beginning, for the end is Christ.

Words Frederic William Henry Myers (1843–1901)
Tune Highwood, am 37, Richard Runciman Terry (1865–1938)

Please sit for the prayers.
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The Prayers
When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.
Therefore in the light of Christ, let us confess our sins.

Silence is kept.

Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of your kingdom.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

You will come in glory with salvation for your people.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

The choir sings:

Drop down, ye heavens, from above,
and let the skies pour down righteousness.

Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever:
thy holy cities are a wilderness, Sion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation: our 
holy and beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee.

Drop down, ye heavens, from above,
and let the skies pour down righteousness.

We have sinned, and are as an unclean thing, and we all do fade as a leaf:
and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away; thou hast hid thy face from 
us: and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.

Drop down, ye heavens, from above,
and let the skies pour down righteousness.

Words after Isaiah, Officia Propria, Paris (1673) ♦ Music Sarum Chant

May God our Father forgive us our sins,
and bring us to the eternal joy of his kingdom
where dust and ashes have no dominion. 
Amen.
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Let us pray.

Silence is kept.

Almighty God,
as your kingdom dawns,
turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Awaiting his coming in glory,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Seventh Antiphon: O Emmanuel
during which a minister moves to the Altar

O EMMANUEL, our King and Lawgiver,
the Desire of all nations, and their Salvation:
Come and save us,
O Lord our God.

Please stand.
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Hymn

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear:
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
  shall come to thee, O Israel.

2. O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save,
and give them victory o’er the grave:
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
  shall come to thee, O Israel.

3. O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight:
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
  shall come to thee, O Israel.

4. O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery:
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
  shall come to thee, O Israel.

5. O come, O come, thou Lord of Might,
who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height,
in ancient times didst give the law
in cloud and majesty and awe:
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
  shall come to thee, O Israel.

Words From the Advent Antiphons
Tune Veni Emmanuel, am 45, adapted by Thomas Helmore (1811–90)

Please sit.
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Seventh Reading 
The birth of Christ, in fulfilment of the prophecy of the coming of Emmanuel,  
God with us.

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous 
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet:
  ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
  and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’

Matthew 1. 18–23

The choir sings:

So Mary lost her fear, and rose
rejoicing in her Son;
his presence guides her as she goes
across the hills alone. For as she climbs,
they bow their heads
and all the wastelands bloom.
the valleys rising where she treads,
to greet the Child to come.

When Mary met Elizabeth, 
she saw the barren blessed;
the Spirit’s life-creating breath
again made manifest:
as Gabriel hailed her full of grace
so, hidden in the womb,
Christ’s herald leaps at their embrace
and greets the Child to come.

The man who stood on Jordan’s shore
to prophesy and warn;
once rose in secret to adore
the Lamb of God unborn.
Still in the wilderness he cries,
but first, unseen and dumb,
he taught our voiceless hearts to rise
and greet the Child to come.

Words Mary Holtby ♦ Music Richard Shephard
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Please stand.

The Dismissal

The Advent Collect

A minister says:

Let us pray.

Silence is kept.

Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
and put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

Blessing

The Archbishop says:

May God the Father, judge all-merciful,
make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. Amen.

May God the Son, coming among us in power,
reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. Amen.

May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith,
joyful in hope and constant in love. Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.



Hymn
during which the procession moves from the Sanctuary

1. Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
  once for favoured sinners slain;
thousand thousand saints attending
  swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
  Christ appears on earth to reign.

2. Every eye shall now behold him
  robed in dreadful majesty;
those who set at nought and sold him,
  pierced and nailed him to the tree,
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing,
  shall the true Messiah see.

3. Those dear tokens of his passion
  still his dazzling body bears,
cause of endless exultation
  to his ransomed worshippers.
With what rapture, with what rapture,
  gaze we on those glorious scars!

4. Yea, Amen! let all adore thee,
  high on thine eternal throne;
saviour, take the power and glory;
  claim the kingdom for thine own:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
  Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.

Words Charles Wesley (1707–88)
Tune Helmsley, neh 9, melody noted by T Olivers (1725–99)

Organ Voluntaries
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme bwv 645 � Johann Sebastian Bach 

Toccata on Wachet auf� David Halls

The Toccata by David Halls, which receives its first performance at this service, is the 
winning entry in Category 1 of the Grand Organ Composers’ Competition.

Some material in this service is taken from Common Worship: Times and Seasons, copyright © 2006 
The Archbishops’ Council, and is used by permission. This compilation is copyright © 2021 The 
Chapter of York.
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