
THE EUCHARIST

ON

ADVENT SUNDAY

Sunday 28 November 2021
at 11.00 am



Welcome to this service of Holy Communion on Advent Sunday.

We also welcome those live-streaming from home, who share this service with 
those present in the Minster.

The setting of the Eucharist is the Mass for Four Voices by William Byrd, with 
the Benedictus sung to chant from Mass IX.

The Preacher is Peter Collier QC, Vicar General of the Province of York and 
Cathedral Reader.
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Information about this Service

	♦ The service will be sung by the Choir of York Minster.
	♦ York Minster is keeping a number of safety measures in place to help keep 

our worshippers, visitors, staff and volunteers safe.
	♦ Our staff and volunteers will continue to wear face masks and we strongly 

encourage worshippers to wear face coverings unless they are exempt.
	♦ To allow people to maintain physical distancing, we continue to limit the 

capacity in the building. 
	♦ Please follow the directions of the stewards throughout the service. 
	♦ We will continue to carry out additional cleaning of high contact areas of 

the cathedral throughout the day. Hand sanitizer is available for your use.
	♦ We will continue to display qr code posters near the entrance to the 

Minster so worshippers can check in using the nhs covid-19 app.
	♦ Currently, Holy Communion is administered in one kind only. If you 

normally receive communion in your own church, you are very welcome to 
receive communion here. If you do not wish to take communion but would 
like to receive a blessing, please come forward and let the minister know.

	♦ Gluten-free communion wafers are available from the communion station 
at the front, nearest the altar. Please follow the directions of the Stewards. 
When the time comes to receive communion, please ask the minister for a 
gluten-free wafer.

	♦ This service is being live-streamed, but care is taken to focus on the clergy 
and not the congregation. For licensing and safeguarding reasons, please do 
not record this service on your own devices.

	♦ If you would like to make a donation to support the mission and ministry 
of York Minster, there are contactless donation points and collection boxes 
available as you leave.

Please join in saying together the words printed in bold type.
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The Gathering

Please stand as the Advent Prose is sung. The choir sings the first response and the 
verses. The congregation is invited to join in the responses following each verse.

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness.

Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever:
thy holy cities are a wilderness, Sion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation:
our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee.

We have sinned, and are as an unclean thing, and we all do fade as a leaf:
and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away;
thou hast hid thy face from us:
and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.

Drop down ye heavens from above,
and let the skies pour down righteousness.

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, my salvation shall not tarry:
I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions:
Fear not, for I will save thee: 
For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer.

Drop down ye heavens from above,
and let the skies pour down righteousness.

Drop down ye hea vens- from a bove,-

and let the skies pour down right eous- ness.-
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The Greeting

The President says:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

The President welcomes those joining from home and introduces the service.

Please remain standing.

Prayer at the Advent Wreath

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith
and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment.
May we be obedient to your call
and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ,
a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
for you are our light and our salvation.
Blessed be God for ever.

The first candle is lit on the Advent Wreath.
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Prayers of Penitence

A minister introduces the confession.

When the Lord comes,
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

As the Advent wreath is raised, the choir sings:

Kyrie eleison.
Christe eleison.
Kyrie eleison.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

The President says the absolution.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The Collect

Let us pray.

There is a short period of prayerful silence.

Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;
that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Please sit.

The Liturgy of the Word

Old Testament Reading

A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I made 
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will 
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will 
live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our 
righteousness.’ 

Jeremiah 33. 14–16

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
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Gradual Hymn

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
  born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
  let us find our rest in thee.

2. Israel’s strength and consolation,
  hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,
  joy of every longing heart.

3. Born thy people to deliver;
  born a child and yet a king;
born to reign in us for ever;
  now thy gracious kingdom bring.

4. By thine own eternal Spirit,
  rule in all our hearts alone:
by thy all-sufficient merit,
  raise us to thy glorious throne.

Words Charles Wesley (1707–88)
Tune Cross of Jesus, neh 3(ii) John Stainer (1840–1901)

New Testament Reading

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel 
before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we 
may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 
And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for 
all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in 
holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Thessalonians 3. 9–end

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading

The Gospel may be heralded by music played on the organ.

When the Gospel is announced the reader says:

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples:

‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will 
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers 
of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud” with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, 
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’

Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So 
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God 
is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have 
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’  

Luke 21. 25–36 

After the Gospel the reader says:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Music is played to honour the Gospel.

Please sit for the sermon.
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Sermon
Peter Collier QC, Vicar General of the Province of York and Cathedral Reader

The organist improvises a reflective response.

Please stand to say the Creed.

The Creed

Let us affirm our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

This response is used:

Maranatha:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

The prayers conclude:

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay;
give new courage to your people,
who trust in your love.
By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom
on earth as in heaven,
where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit,
one God for ever and ever. 
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

The President introduces the Peace:

In the tender mercy of our God,
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
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Preparation of the Table

The Offertory Hymn is sung, during which the table is prepared, and the gifts and the 
altar are censed.

Offertory Hymn

1. Wake, O wake! with tidings thrilling
the watchmen all the air are filling,
      arise, Jerusalem, arise!
Midnight strikes! no more delaying,
‘the hour has come!’ we hear them saying.
      Where are ye all, ye virgins wise?
        The Bridegroom comes in sight,
        raise high your torches bright!
            Alleluya!
        The wedding song
         swells loud and strong:
    go forth and join the festal throng.
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2. Sion hears the watchmen shouting,
her heart leaps up with joy undoubting,
      she stands and waits with eager eyes;
see her Friend from heav’n descending,
adorned with truth and grace unending!
      Her light burns clear, her star doth rise.
        Now come, thou precious Crown,
        Lord Jesu, God’s own Son!
            Hosanna!
        Let us prepare
        to follow there,
    where in thy supper we may share.

3. Every soul in thee rejoices;
from men and from angelic voices
      be glory given to thee alone!
Now the gates of pearl receive us,
thy presence never more shall leave us,
      we stand with Angels round thy throne.
        Earth cannot give below
        the bliss thou dost bestow.
            Alleluya!
        Grant us to raise,
        to length of days,
    the triumph-chorus of thy praise.

Words Phillip Nicolai (1556–1608) tr F C Burkitt (1864–1935)
Tune Wachet auf, neh 16, Phillip Nicolai 

Taking of the Bread and Wine

This prayer is said as the gifts are presented:

Look upon us in mercy not in judgement;
draw us from hatred to love;
make the frailty of our praise
a dwelling place for your glory.
Amen.
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The Eucharistic Prayer

The following dialogue is said or sung:

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise,
almighty God and everlasting Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son.
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh,
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world
to open for us the way of salvation.
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,
we now watch for the day
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven
to proclaim your glory
for ever praising you and singing:

The choir sings:

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus,
Dominus Deus Sabaoth,
pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Benedictus qui venit in nomine
Domini. Hosanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.

�e Lord be with you and al so- with you.

Li� up your hearts. We li� them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.

&b

&b

&b

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ



15

The congregation is invited to sit or kneel.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
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Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Peter the Apostle, William of York, and all the saints,
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

A short silence is kept.

The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying:

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
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Giving of Communion

The President says an invitation to communion:

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life.

During the distribution of Communion the choir sings:

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
dona nobis pacem.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world, grant us peace.

and

O sacrum convivium, 
in quo Christus sumitur: 
recolitur memoria passionis eius: 
mens impletur gratia: 
et futurae gloriae nobis pignus datur. 
Alleluia.

O sacred banquet 
in which Christ is received, 
the memory of his Passion is renewed, the 
mind filled with grace, 
and a pledge of future glory is given to us. 
Alleluia.

Words Magnificat antiphon, Second vespers, Corpus Christi
Music Giovanni Croce (1557–1609)

Communion is administered at a number of places. You will be guided by the Stewards.
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Prayer after Communion

The congregation stands.

The President says

O Lord our God,
make us watchful and keep us faithful
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;
that, when he shall appear,
he may not find us sleeping in sin
but active in his service
and joyful in his praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory. Amen.
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Hymn

1. Ye servants of the Lord,
  each for his Master wait,
observant of his heavenly word,
  and watchful at his gate.

2. Let all your lamps be bright,
  and trim the golden flame;
gird up your loins as in his sight,
  for aweful is his name.

3. Watch! ’tis your Lord’s command,
  and while we speak, he’s near;
mark the first signal of his hand,
  and ready all appear.

4. O happy servant he,
  in such a posture found!
he shall his Lord with rapture see,
  and be with honour crowned.

5. Christ shall the banquet spread
  with his own royal hand,
and raise that faithful servant’s head 
  amid the angelic band.

Words Philip Doddridge (1720–51)
Tune Narenza, neh 18, adapted by W H Havergal (1793–1870)  
from the Cöln Gesangbuch (1619)
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The Dismissal

Please remain standing.

The President says:

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
scatter the darkness from before your path,
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always.
Amen.

The Deacon says:

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Recessional Psalm

Psalm 67 is sung by the choir as the procession leaves:

God be merciful unto us, and bless us ♦ and shew us the light of his countenance, 
and be merciful unto us:

That thy way may be known upon earth ♦ thy saving health among all nations.
Let the people praise thee, O God ♦ yea, let all the people praise thee.
O let the nations rejoice and be glad ♦ for thou shalt judge the folk righteously, 

and govern the nations upon earth.
Let the people praise thee, O God ♦ let all the people praise thee.
Then shall the earth bring forth her increase ♦ and God, even our own God, 

shall give us his blessing.
God shall bless us ♦ and all the ends of the world shall fear him.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Material in this Order of Service is taken from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of 
England and Common Worship: Times and Seasons, copyright © 2000–2006 the Presidents’ Council. 
The texts of the Scripture readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible 
(Anglicized edition), copyright © 1989, 1994 the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. This compilation is copyright © 2021 The Chapter of York.


