
CHOR AL EVENSONG

ON

THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

Sunday 24 July 2022
at 4.00 pm



Welcome
A warm welcome to York Minster and to this service of Choral Evensong. 
Welcome if you are a regular worshipper and know the Minster well, and 
welcome if you are experiencing this building and this form of worship for the 
first time today.

While the Minster Choir is on summer holiday, we are grateful to the Choir of 
Christ Church Grosse Pointe, Michigan who are singing the services this week.

Today’s service will be live streamed from the Minster. In this service we are 
immersed in the words of scripture, spoken and sung, and we are given time and 
space to lose ourselves in prayer and come closer to God.

Some of the material in this Order of Service is reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown. It is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press. This compilation is copyright © 2022 The Chapter of York.
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Order of Service

Please stand when the choir enters the Nave.

Preces

O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Music Philip Radcliffe (1905–86)

Please remain seated for the singing of the psalm but stand for the Gloria at the end.
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Psalmody

O Lord God of my salvation, I have cried day and night before thee ♦ O let my 
prayer enter into thy presence, incline thine ear unto my calling.

For my soul is full of trouble ♦ and my life draweth nigh unto hell.
I am counted as one of them that go down into the pit ♦ and I have been even as 

a man that hath no strength.
Free among the dead, like unto them that are wounded, and lie in the grave ♦ 

who are out of remembrance, and are cut away from thy hand.
Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit ♦ in a place of darkness, and in the deep.
Thine indignation lieth hard upon me ♦ and thou hast vexed me with all thy 

storms.
Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far from me ♦ and made me to be 

abhorred of them.
I am so fast in prison ♦ that I cannot get forth.
My sight faileth for very trouble ♦ Lord, I have called daily upon thee, I have 

stretched forth my hands unto thee.
Dost thou shew wonders among the dead ♦ or shall the dead rise up again, and 

praise thee?

Please stand.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Psalm 88. 1–10

Please sit.
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First Lesson
The First Lesson is from the Book Genesis.

When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, ‘Why do 
you keep looking at one another? I have heard’, he said, ‘that there is grain in 
Egypt; go down and buy grain for us there, that we may live and not die.’ So ten 
of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt. But Jacob did not send 
Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he feared that harm might come 
to him. Thus the sons of Israel were among the other people who came to buy 
grain, for the famine had reached the land of Canaan.

Now Joseph was governor over the land; it was he who sold to all the people 
of the land. And Joseph’s brothers came and bowed themselves before him 
with their faces to the ground. When Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized 
them, but he treated them like strangers and spoke harshly to them. ‘Where 
do you come from?’ he said. They said, ‘From the land of Canaan, to buy food.’ 
Although Joseph had recognized his brothers, they did not recognize him. 
Joseph also remembered the dreams that he had dreamed about them. He said to 
them, ‘You are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the land!’ They said 
to him, ‘No, my lord; your servants have come to buy food. We are all sons of 
one man; we are honest men; your servants have never been spies.’ But he said to 
them, ‘No, you have come to see the nakedness of the land!’ They said, ‘We, your 
servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of a certain man in the land of Canaan; 
the youngest, however, is now with our father, and one is no more.’ But Joseph 
said to them, ‘It is just as I have said to you; you are spies! Here is how you shall 
be tested: as Pharaoh lives, you shall not leave this place unless your youngest 
brother comes here! Let one of you go and bring your brother, while the rest of 
you remain in prison, in order that your words may be tested, whether there is 
truth in you; or else, as Pharaoh lives, surely you are spies.’ And he put them all 
together in prison for three days.

On the third day Joseph said to them, ‘Do this and you will live, for I fear God: if 
you are honest men, let one of your brothers stay here where you are imprisoned. 
The rest of you shall go and carry grain for the famine of your households, and 
bring your youngest brother to me. Thus your words will be verified, and you 
shall not die.’ And they agreed to do so. They said to one another, ‘Alas, we are 
paying the penalty for what we did to our brother; we saw his anguish when 
he pleaded with us, but we would not listen. That is why this anguish has come 
upon us.’ Then Reuben answered them, ‘Did I not tell you not to wrong the boy? 
But you would not listen. So now there comes a reckoning for his blood.’ They 
did not know that Joseph understood them, since he spoke with them through 
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an interpreter. He turned away from them and wept; then he returned and spoke 
to them. And he picked out Simeon and had him bound before their eyes. Joseph 
then gave orders to fill their bags with grain, to return every man’s money to his 
sack, and to give them provisions for their journey. This was done for them.

Here ends the First Lesson.

Genesis 42. 1–25

Please stand.

Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud, in the 

imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and 

meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty 

away.
He remembering his mercy: hath holpen his servant Israel.
As he promised to our forefathers: Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55
Music St Paul’s Service, Herbert Howells (1892–1983)

Please sit.
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Second Lesson

The Second Lesson is from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses 
in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the 
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, 
and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, 
and they were struck down in the wilderness.

Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire 
evil as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, 
‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.’ We must not 
indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand 
fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, 
and were destroyed by serpents. And do not complain as some of them did, and 
were destroyed by the destroyer. These things happened to them to serve as an 
example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the 
ages have come. So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 
No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, 
and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he 
will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.

Therefore, my dear friends, flee from the worship of idols. I speak as to sensible 
people; judge for yourselves what I say. The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not 
a sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in 
the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, 
for we all partake of the one bread. Consider the people of Israel; are not those 
who eat the sacrifices partners in the altar? What do I imply then? That food 
sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? No, I imply that what 
pagans sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God. I do not want you to 
be partners with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of 
demons. You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons. Or 
are we provoking the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than he?

‘All things are lawful’, but not all things are beneficial. ‘All things are lawful’, but 
not all things build up. Do not seek your own advantage, but that of others. 
Here ends the Second Lesson.

1 Corinthians 10. 1–24
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Please stand.

Nunc Dimittis

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou hast prepared before the face 

of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2.29–32 ♦ Music St Paul’s Service, Herbert Howells

Please remain standing.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.



9

The Lesser Litany and Responses

The Lord be with you;
and with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Please sit.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. 
Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen; 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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The Collects 

O God, who hast prepared for them that love thee such good things as pass man’s 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love toward thee, that we, loving thee 
above all things, may obtain thy promises, which exceed all that we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Music Philip Radcliffe 
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Anthem

All wisdom cometh from the Lord, and is with him for ever. Who can number 
the sand of the sea, and the drops of rain, and the days of eternity? Who can 
find out the height of heaven, and the breadth of the earth, and the deep, and 
wisdom? Wisdom hath been created before all things, and the understanding 
of prudence from everlasting. The Word of God most high is the fountain of 
wisdom, and her ways are everlasting commandments.

To whom hath the root of wisdom been revealed? Or who hath known her wise 
counsels? There is one, wise and greatly to be feared, the Lord sitting upon his 
throne. He created her, and saw her, and numbered her, and poured her out upon 
all his works. She is with all flesh according to his gifts, and he hath given her to 
them that love him. The fear of the Lord is honour, and glory and gladness, and a 
crown of rejoicing. The fear of the Lord maketh a merry heart, and bringeth joy 
and gladness, and a long life. 

Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes:
and I shall keep it unto the end.

Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law:
yea, I shall keep it with my whole heart.

Make me to go in the way of thy commandments:
for there is my desire.

O ’stablish thy word in thy servant:
that I may fear thee.

Behold my delight is in thy commandments:
O quicken me in thy righteousness.

Words Ecclesiasticus 1. 1–6, 8–12; Psalm 119. 33–35, 38–40
Music Philip Moore (b. 1943)

Sermon
The Revd Catriona Cumming, Succentor

Please stand.



Hymn

1. Rock of ages, cleft for me,
  let me hide myself in thee;
let the water and the blood,
  from thy riven side which flowed,
be of sin the double cure,
cleanse me from its guilt and power.

2. Not the labours of my hands
  can fulfil thy law’s demands;
could my zeal no respite know,
  could my tears for ever flow,
all for sin could not atone;
thou must save, and thou alone.

3. Nothing in my hand I bring,
  simply to thy cross I cling;
naked, come to thee for dress;
  helpless, look to thee for grace;
foul, I to the fountain fly;
wash me, Saviour, or I die.

4. While I draw this fleeting breath,
  when mine eyes are closed in death,
when I soar through tracts unknown,
  see thee on thy judgement throne;
rock of ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee.

Words Augustus Toplady (1740–78)
Tune Petra, neh 445, Richard Redhead (1820–1901)

Please remain standing.

The Blessing

Voluntary

There will be an opportunity to make a donation to support the music, ministry and 
mission of York Minster as you leave.
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