
CHORAL EVENSONG

ON THE

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

Sunday 26th July 2026
at 4.00 pm



Welcome
A warm welcome to York Minster and to this service of Choral Evensong. Welcome 
if you are a regular worshipper and know the Minster well, and welcome if you 
are experiencing this building and this form of worship for the first time today.

In this service we are immersed in the words of scripture, spoken and sung, and 
we are given time and space to lose ourselves in prayer and come closer to God.

We are grateful to the Choir of Christ Church, Greenwich, Connecticut, for 
singing our services this weekend while the Choir of York Minster is on holiday.

Information about this Service

	♦ This service is being live-streamed, but care is taken to focus on the clergy and 
choir and not the congregation. For licensing and safeguarding reasons, please 
do not record this service on your own devices.

	♦ The Chapter of York Minster is committed to the safeguarding and protection 
of children, young people, and vulnerable adults. If you therefore have any 
concerns about the welfare of a child, a young person or a vulnerable adult, 
or about the behaviour of someone in relation to safeguarding, please do not 
hesitate to contact our Safeguarding Officer, Caroline Wood: Tel: 01904 559542, 
Mobile: 07843 339980, Email: carolinew@yorkminster.org. If you believe 
someone is at immediate risk of harm, please call the emergency services on 999.

	♦ Please follow the directions of the stewards. Where “Sit” or “Stand” are 
indicated, these are given simply as a guide. Throughout the service please feel 
free to adopt the posture that is most comfortable for you.

	♦ Please join in saying together the words printed in bold type 
and in singing the hymn.

	♦ We are grateful for all who give to support the mission and ministry of York 
Minster. You can offer a gift, or set up regular giving, by using the following QR 
code. 10% of all giving received during this service will be given to charities York 
Minster supports – HOPE Africa, a charity initiated by our companion link 
dioceses in SA; Mustard Seed, a York Diocese organisation which works in the 
most deprived areas of our diocese; and a number of charities who work locally 
with homeless people in the City of York. Thank you for all you are able to give.

	♦ Donations can be made via the following QR code:
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Order of Service
Prayers are said and a bell is rung.

Stand when the choir enters the Quire.

Preces

Cantor	 O Lord, open thou our lips; 
Choir	 And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Cantor	 O God, make speed to save us;
Choir	 O Lord, make haste to help us.

	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
	 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
	 world without end. Amen.

Cantor	 Praise ye the Lord.
Choir	 The Lord’s name be praised.

Music	 Philip Radcliffe (1905–1986)

Sit for the singing of the psalm but stand for the Gloria.

Psalmody

Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks ♦ 
yea, unto thee do we give thanks.

Thy Name also is so nigh ♦ 
and that do thy wondrous works declare.

When I receive the congregation ♦ 
I shall judge according unto right.

The earth is weak, and all the inhabiters thereof ♦ 
I bear up the pillars of it.

I said unto the fools, Deal not so madly ♦ 
and to the ungodly, Set not up your horn.

Set not up your horn on high ♦ 
and speak not with a stiff neck.

For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west ♦ 
nor yet from the south.
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And why? God is the Judge ♦ 
he putteth down one, and setteth up another.

For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red ♦ 
it is full mixed, and he poureth out of the same.

As for the dregs thereof ♦ 
all the ungodly of the earth shall drink them, and suck them out.

But I will talk of the God of Jacob ♦ 
and praise him for ever.

All the horns of the ungodly also will I break ♦ 
and the horns of the righteous shall be exalted.

Stand.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ 

and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ 

world without end. Amen.
Psalm 75

Sit.

First Lesson
The First Lesson is taken from the First Book of Kings.

The word of the Lord came to Solomon, ‘Concerning this house that you are 
building, if you will walk in my statutes, obey my ordinances, and keep all my 
commandments by walking in them, then I will establish my promise with you, 
which I made to your father David. I will dwell among the children of Israel, 
and will not forsake my people Israel.’

So Solomon built the house, and finished it.

In the inner sanctuary he made two cherubim of olive wood, each ten cubits 
high. Five cubits was the length of one wing of the cherub, and five cubits the 
length of the other wing of the cherub; it was ten cubits from the tip of one 
wing to the tip of the other. The other cherub also measured ten cubits; both 
cherubim had the same measure and the same form. The height of one cherub 
was ten cubits, and so was that of the other cherub. He put the cherubim in the 
innermost part of the house; the wings of the cherubim were spread out so that a 
wing of one was touching one wall, and a wing of the other cherub was touching 
the other wall; their other wings towards the centre of the house were touching 
wing to wing. He also overlaid the cherubim with gold.
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He carved the walls of the house all round about with carved engravings of 
cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, in the inner and outer rooms. The floor 
of the house he overlaid with gold, in the inner and outer rooms.

For the entrance to the inner sanctuary he made doors of olive wood; the lintel 
and the doorposts were five-sided. He covered the two doors of olive wood with 
carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers; he overlaid them with gold, 
and spread gold on the cherubim and on the palm trees.

So also he made for the entrance to the nave doorposts of olive wood, each 
four-sided, and two doors of cypress wood; the two leaves of one door were 
folding, and the two leaves of the other door were folding. He carved cherubim, 
palm trees, and open flowers, overlaying them with gold evenly applied upon the 
carved work. He built the inner court with three courses of dressed stone to one 
course of cedar beams.

In the fourth year the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid, in the month 
of Ziv. In the eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the eighth month, the 
house was finished in all its parts, and according to all its specifications. He was 
seven years in building it.

Here ends the First Lesson.
1 Kings 6. 11–14, 23–38

Stand.
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Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

For he hath regarded: 
the lowliness of his hand-maiden.

For behold from henceforth: 
all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 
and holy is his name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him: 
throughout all generations.

He hath shewed strength with his arm: 
he hath scattered the proud, in the imagination of their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
and hath exalted the humble and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy: 
hath holpen his servant Israel.

As he promised to our forefathers: 
Abraham and his seed, for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55
Music Evening Service in A minor, Thomas Tertius Noble (1867–1953)
Master of the Music, York Minster, 1897–1913

Sit.
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Second Lesson

The Second Lesson is taken from the Acts of the Apostles.

About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the 
church. He had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. After he saw 
that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during the 
festival of Unleavened Bread.) When he had seized him, he put him in prison 
and handed him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending to bring 
him out to the people after the Passover. While Peter was kept in prison, the 
church prayed fervently to God for him.

The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two 
chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door were 
keeping watch over the prison. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a 
light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying, ‘Get 
up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his wrists. The angel said to him, ‘Fasten 
your belt and put on your sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to him, ‘Wrap your 
cloak around you and follow me.’ Peter went out and followed him; he did not 
realize that what was happening with the angel’s help was real; he thought he 
was seeing a vision. After they had passed the first and the second guard, they 
came before the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own 
accord, and they went outside and walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel 
left him. Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I am sure that the Lord has 
sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all that the 
Jewish people were expecting.’

As soon as he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John 
whose other name was Mark, where many had gathered and were praying. 
When he knocked at the outer gate, a maid named Rhoda came to answer. 
On recognizing Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed that, instead of opening the 
gate, she ran in and announced that Peter was standing at the gate. They said 
to her, ‘You are out of your mind!’ But she insisted that it was so. They said, ‘It 
is his angel.’ Meanwhile, Peter continued knocking; and when they opened the 
gate, they saw him and were amazed. He motioned to them with his hand to be 
silent, and described for them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. 
And he added, ‘Tell this to James and to the believers.’ Then he left and went to 
another place.

Here ends the Second Lesson.
Acts 12. 1–17

Stand.
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Nunc Dimittis

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 
according to thy word,

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2. 29–32
Music Evening Service in A minor, Thomas Tertius Noble

Remain standing and turn to face east.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Lesser Litany and Responses

Cantor	 The Lord be with you.
Choir	 And with thy spirit.

Cantor	 Let us pray.

Kneel or sit.

Choir	 Lord, have mercy upon us.
	 Christ, have mercy upon us.
	 Lord, have mercy upon us.

	 Our Father, 
	 which art in heaven, 
	 hallowed be thy name;
	 thy kingdom come;
	 thy will be done,
	 in earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	 And forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation;
	 but deliver us from evil. 
	 Amen.

Cantor	 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
Choir	 And grant us thy salvation.

Cantor	 O Lord, save the King.
Choir	 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Cantor	 Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
Choir	 And make thy chosen people joyful.

Cantor	 O Lord, save thy people.
Choir	 And bless thine inheritance.

Cantor	 Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir	 Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 
	 but only thou, O God.

Cantor	 O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir	 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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The Collects

O God, whose never-failing providence ordereth all things both in heaven and 
earth; We humbly beseech thee to put away from us all hurtful things, and to 
give us those things which be profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Music Philip Radcliffe

Sit.

Anthem
Te lucis ante terminum
rerum creator poscimus
ut pro tua clementia
sis praesul et custodia.

Procul recedant somnia
et noctium phantasmata
hostemque nostrum comprime
ne polluantur corpora.

Praesta, Pater piissime
Patrique compar unice
cum Spiritu Paraclito
Regnans per omne saeculum.
Amen.

Before the ending of the day,
we beseech you, O Maker of all, 
that in your mercy
you would be our guide and protector.

Let dreams and nightly fantasms
be put far from us,
and restrain our Enemy
lest our bodies be defiled.

Protect us, O holy Father,
who, coequal with the Son  
and with the Holy Spirit the Advocate,
reign throughout all ages.
Amen.

Words Latin hymn for Compline, fifth/sixth century
Music Henry Balfour Gardiner (1877–1950)
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Sermon

The Reverend Canon Maggie McLean, Missioner, Acting Dean

Stand.

Hymn

1. O Jesus, I have promised
  to serve thee to the end;
be thou for ever near me,
  my Master and my Friend;
I shall not fear the battle
  if thou art by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
  if thou wilt be my guide.

2. O let me hear thee speaking
  in accents clear and still,
above the storms of passion,
  the murmurs of self-will;
O speak to reassure me,
  to hasten or control;
O speak, and make me listen,
  thou guardian of my soul.

3. O Jesus, thou hast promised
  to all who follow thee,
that where thou art in glory
  there shall thy servant be;
and, Jesus, I have promised
  to serve thee to the end;
O give me grace to follow,
  my Master and my Friend.

4. O let me see thy footmarks,
  and in them plant mine own;
my hope to follow duly
  is in thy strength alone;
O guide me, call me, draw me,
  uphold me to the end;
and then in heaven receive me,
  my Saviour and my Friend.

Words neh 420, John Bode (1816–1874)
Tune Wolvercote, neh 420, William Harold Ferguson (1874–1950)

Remain standing.
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The Blessing

Voluntary
Allegro (Symphony No 6)� Charles-Marie Widor (1844–1937)

There will be an opportunity to make a donation to support the music, ministry and 
mission of York Minster as you leave.

If you worship regularly at York Minster, you are already a member of our community. 
Please help us know who you are by joining the Community Roll and by subscribing 
to our weekly notice sheet. Take a look online at yorkminster.org/get-involved/
community or ask a steward or a member of the clergy for more information.

Some of the material in this Order of Service is reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown. It is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press. The texts of the Scripture readings are taken from the New Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible (Anglicized edition), copyright © 1989, 1994 the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. The words of copyright hymns and 
songs are reproduced under CCL 270217. Copyright music is reproduced under MRL 941175. This 
compilation is copyright © 2026 The Chapter of York. The Chapter of York (York Minster) is a 
Registered Charity (Number 1201499).


