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Welcome

A warm welcome to York Minster and to this online expression of Choral 
Evensong. Welcome if you are a regular worshipper and know the Minster 
well, and welcome if you are experiencing this building and this form of 
worship for the first time today.

In this service we are immersed in the words of scripture, spoken and sung, 
and we are given time and space to lose ourselves in prayer and come closer to 
God.

We now keep a moment of silence to rest in God’s presence before the service 
begins.
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Order of Service

A bell is rung and this prayer is sung:

Peace be to this house ♦ And to all that dwell in it.
This is the day which the Lord hath made ♦ We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Let us pray.

O Lord, our God, who knowest all hearts, be merciful to us sinners and 
graciously assist us in our ministry before thee, that so we may offer a service 
and sacrifice well-pleasing in thy sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

This is none other than the house of God ♦ This is the gate of heaven. 

Preces
O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. 
Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Psalm 108
O God, my heart is ready, my heart is ready ♦ I will sing and give praise with the 

best member that I have.
Awake, thou lute, and harp ♦ I myself will awake right early.
I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the people ♦ I will sing praises unto 

thee among the nations.
For thy mercy is greater than the heavens ♦ and thy truth reacheth unto the 

clouds.
Set up thyself, O God, above the heavens ♦ and thy glory above all the earth.
That thy beloved may be delivered ♦ let thy right hand save them, and hear thou 

me.
God hath spoken in his holiness ♦ I will rejoice therefore, and divide Sichem, 

and mete out the valley of Succoth.
Gilead is mine, and Manasses is mine ♦ Ephraim also is the strength of my head.
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Judah is my law-giver, Moab is my wash-pot ♦ over Edom will I cast out my shoe, 
upon Philistia will I triumph.

Who will lead me into the strong city ♦ and who will bring me into Edom?
Hast not thou forsaken us, O God ♦ and wilt not thou, O God, go forth with our 

hosts?
O help us against the enemy ♦ for vain is the help of man.
Through God we shall do great acts ♦ and it is he that shall tread down our 

enemies.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

First Lesson
Ezekiel 12. 21–13. 16

The word of the Lord came to me: Mortal, what is this proverb of yours about 
the land of Israel, which says, ‘The days are prolonged, and every vision comes 
to nothing’? Tell them therefore, ‘Thus says the Lord God: I will put an end 
to this proverb, and they shall use it no more as a proverb in Israel.’ But say to 
them, The days are near, and the fulfilment of every vision. For there shall no 
longer be any false vision or flattering divination within the house of Israel. 
But I the Lord will speak the word that I speak, and it will be fulfilled. It will no 
longer be delayed; but in your days, O rebellious house, I will speak the word 
and fulfil it, says the Lord God.

The word of the Lord came to me: Mortal, the house of Israel is saying, ‘The 
vision that he sees is for many years ahead; he prophesies for distant times.’ 
Therefore say to them, Thus says the Lord God: None of my words will be 
delayed any longer, but the word that I speak will be fulfilled, says the Lord 
God.

The word of the Lord came to me: Mortal, prophesy against the prophets 
of Israel who are prophesying; say to those who prophesy out of their own 
imagination: ‘Hear the word of the Lord!’ Thus says the Lord God, Alas for the 
senseless prophets who follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing! Your 
prophets have been like jackals among ruins, O Israel. You have not gone up 
into the breaches, or repaired a wall for the house of Israel, so that it might 
stand in battle on the day of the Lord. They have prophesied falsehood and 
lying divination; they say, ‘Says the Lord’, when the Lord has not sent them, 
and yet they wait for the fulfilment of their word! Have you not seen a false 
vision or uttered a lying divination, when you have said, ‘Says the Lord’, even 
though I did not speak?
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Therefore thus says the Lord God: Because you have uttered falsehood and 
prophesied lies, I am against you, says the Lord God. My hand will be against 
the prophets who see false visions and utter lying divinations; they shall not 
be in the council of my people, nor be enrolled in the register of the house 
of Israel, nor shall they enter the land of Israel; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord God. Because, in truth, because they have misled my people, saying, 
‘Peace’, when there is no peace; and because, when the people build a wall, 
these prophets smear whitewash on it. Say to those who smear whitewash on 
it that it shall fall. There will be a deluge of rain, great hailstones will fall, and 
a stormy wind will break out. When the wall falls, will it not be said to you, 
‘Where is the whitewash you smeared on it?’ Therefore thus says the Lord 
God: In my wrath I will make a stormy wind break out, and in my anger there 
shall be a deluge of rain, and hailstones in wrath to destroy it. I will break 
down the wall that you have smeared with whitewash, and bring it to the 
ground, so that its foundation will be laid bare; when it falls, you shall perish 
within it; and you shall know that I am the Lord. Thus I will spend my wrath 
upon the wall, and upon those who have smeared it with whitewash; and I will 
say to you, The wall is no more, nor those who smeared it— the prophets of 
Israel who prophesied concerning Jerusalem and saw visions of peace for it, 
when there was no peace, says the Lord God. 

Magnificat
My soul doth magnify the Lord ♦ and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded ♦ the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold from henceforth ♦ all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me ♦ and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him ♦ throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm ♦ he hath scattered the proud, in the 

imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat ♦ and hath exalted the humble 

and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things ♦ and the rich he hath sent empty 

away.
He remembering his mercy ♦ hath holpen his servant Israel.
As he promised to our forefathers ♦ Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55 ♦ Music Magnificat in G, Charles Stanford (1852–1924)
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Second Lesson
Acts 19. 1–20

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inland regions and 
came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, ‘Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we have 
not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ Then he said, ‘Into what then were 
you baptized?’ They answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ Paul said, ‘John baptized 
with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who 
was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.’ On hearing this, they were baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the 
Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— 
altogether there were about twelve of them.

He entered the synagogue and for three months spoke out boldly, and argued 
persuasively about the kingdom of God. When some stubbornly refused to 
believe and spoke evil of the Way before the congregation, he left them, taking 
the disciples with him, and argued daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. This 
continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, 
heard the word of the Lord.

God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that when the handkerchiefs 
or aprons that had touched his skin were brought to the sick, their diseases 
left them, and the evil spirits came out of them. Then some itinerant Jewish 
exorcists tried to use the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil 
spirits, saying, ‘I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.’ Seven sons of 
a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. But the evil spirit said to 
them in reply, ‘Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?’ Then the man 
with the evil spirit leapt on them, mastered them all, and so overpowered them 
that they fled out of the house naked and wounded. When this became known 
to all residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks, everyone was awestruck; 
and the name of the Lord Jesus was praised. Also many of those who became 
believers confessed and disclosed their practices. A number of those who 
practised magic collected their books and burned them publicly; when the 
value of these books was calculated, it was found to come to fifty thousand 
silver coins. So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.
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Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace ♦ according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation ♦ which thou hast prepared before the 

face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles ♦ and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2.29–32 ♦ Music Plainchant

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Lesser Litany, Responses and Collects
The Lord be with you;
and with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. 
Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen; 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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Almighty and merciful God, of whose only gift it cometh that thy faithful 
people do unto thee true and laudable service: Grant, we beseech thee, that 
we may so faithfully serve thee in this life, that we fail not finally to attain thy 
heavenly promises; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Anthem
O God, the King of glory, which hast exalted thy only son Jesus Christ with 
great triumph unto thy kingdom in heaven; we beseech thee, leave us not 
comfortless, but send to us thine Holy Ghost, to comfort us, and exalt us unto 
the same place whither our Saviour Christ is gone before; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and evermore. Amen.

Words Book of Common Prayer (1559) ♦ Music Orlando Gibbons (1583–1625)

Prayers
The Revd Catriona Cumming, Succentor

Organ Voluntary
Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier, bwv 731 J S Bach
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