FORM 4 (Rule 5)

Section 8 of Care of Cathedrals Measure 2011
Public Notice on application to the Fabric Advisory Committee

PUBLIC NOTICE

TAKE NOTICE that the Chapter of the Cathedral Church of:

The Cathedral and Metropolitical Church of St Peter in York

has on this date: 16" August 2022

applied to the Fabric Advisory Committee of the said cathedral for approval of the
following proposal:

To turn an unused space of land to the rear of St Peter’s statue (off the cobbled road) into a
working kitchen garden, in partnership with Grays Court Hotel.

Summary of the nature of work and its extent (and materials) [or in the case of an
object, a short description of it and details of the proposal]

The space is currently laid to grass with Grays Court Hotel reserving a right of access around
the Eastern perimeter as an emergency escape route. The proposal seeks to turn this unused
space into a working kitchen garden with an opportunity for our apprentice gardener to work
with the Head Gardener at Grays Court Hotel.

The proposal builds on the core polices of wellbeing, sustainability and biodiversity of the
adopted Neighbourhood Plan.

Plans, drawings, specifications or other documents

Copies of the plans, drawings, specification and other documents accompanying this
application may be examined online at

https://yorkminster.org/about-us/statutory-applications/

From this day: 16" August 2022

and until:
13t September 2022



https://yorkminster.org/about-us/statutory-applications/

REPRESENTATIONS

If you wish to make representations about the whole or any part of the proposal
described in this Notice you should write to the Secretary of the Fabric Advisory
Committee: insert postal and email address.

Mr David Demack

c/o 4 Deangate

York

YO1 7JA
FAC@yorkminster.org

So that it reaches the Secretary not later than: insert a date ending 28 days after the time
of the commencement of the period for representations.

13t September 2022

DIRECTIONS TO CHAPTER

1. This public notice (or a copy of it) must be displayed for a continuous period of 28 days in
a prominent position inside and outside your cathedral where it is readily visible to the public.

2. A copy of this notice must be sent as follows:

(@) to the Cathedrals Fabric Commission, and

(b) if the proposal is of a kind described in section 2(1)(a) of the Measure—
(i) to Historic England (formerly English Heritage)
(ii) to the national amenity societies as applicable (see list on Form 3)
(iii) to the local planning authority.


mailto:FAC@yorkminster.org

#Z6 YORK

Y MINSTER
TITLE: FABRIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DATE OF MEETING: 8t September 2022
AGENDA ITEM:
PAPER FROM: Director of Works & Precinct

A proposal for the use of the land to the rear of St Peter’s statue was considered
by SET on 12t July and Fabric and Restoration Committee on 28 July 2022.

The space is currently laid to grass with Grays Court reserving a right of access
around the Eastern perimeter as an emergency escape route. The proposal seeks
to turn this unused space into a working kitchen garden with an opportunity for
our apprentice gardener to work with the Head Gardener at Grays Court.

The proposal builds on the core polices of wellbeing, sustainability and biodiversity
of the adopted Neighbourhood Plan. It also removes our liability for managing the
space and will produce an income (tbc). It presents an opportunity for good
interpretation and further partnership working with our neighbours who want to
build a good relationship with the Minster.

Fabric Advisory Committee is asked to:

e Approve the proposal.

The proposal is attached.

A McCallion
August 2022
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GRAYS COURT

Y ORK

Redevelopment of Green Space at Grays Court

Project Proposal




Overview

This project proposal is presented to the Dean and Chapter of York by the Directors of Grays
Court Hotel Ltd. It outlines plans to utilise the green space adjacent to Grays Court Hotel in
order to create a sustainable and organic edible garden for the benefit of our community.
Situated in the York Minster Precinct Neighbourhood area between the Minster Yard and
Grays Court, the area is under shared ownership of York Minster and Grays Court Hotel Ltd
and comprises a patio (owned by Grays Court) and a green space including a statue of St Peter
(owned by the Dean and Chapter of York). This under-utilised area is ideally positioned for
our proposed enhancement, which aligns with the core aim of working towards a sustainable
future for the Minster Precinct, as highlighted in the recently approved Minster Precinct

Neighbourhood Plan.

Project Objectives

This area of land adjacent to Grays Court has been a lawn or yard area since medieval times.
The aim of the project is to redevelop and inject new life into this under-utilised green space
by making it more attractive, productive, and beneficial to pollinators whilst actively promoting

sustainability and community wellbeing. Specific objectives for the space include:

I. Improving its appearance with captivating planting

2. Growing organically cultivated produce

3. Boosting the attractiveness of the Minster Precinct Neighbourhood area by offering a
beautifully and sustainably landscaped space beneficial to the community

4. Enhancing the biodiversity of the space with pollinator-friendly planting

In order to achieve the project objectives, the redevelopment requires a practical and
aesthetically pleasing design that is sympathetic to the heritage surroundings of the Minster

Precinct buildings, Treasurer’s House, and Grays Court.

Background

Dating back to 1081, Grays Court is reputed to be the longest continuously occupied house in
the United Kingdom. It was purchased from the Dean and Chapter of York by the current
owner in 2005. Nestled between the Minster and York City Walls and adjoining Treasurer’s
House, the award-winning hotel and restaurant has worked hard to establish its presence as an

integral part of the city and is a stunning addition to the Minster Precinct. The redevelopment



of the green space presents a perfect opportunity to effectively utilise the space surrounding

the statue of St Peter to align with the Minster Precinct Neighbourhood Development Plan.

The Space

The space is currently in split ownership between Grays Court Ltd and the Dean and Chapter
of York. The Directors of Grays Court have spoken with Alex McCallion, Director of Works
and Precinct at York Minster, who suggested that Grays Court submit a plan for use of the
space. The area measures approximately 36 metres in length by |15 metres in width. The space
comprises a patio area owned by Grays Court Hotel; the rest of the space, which houses the
statue of St Peter, is lawn, bordered principally by two perennials: Helleborus foetidus and

roses (please see attached in Annex | a diagrammatic representation of the space currently).

The current planting is outdated and sparse; there is a significant opportunity for improvement
with planting that is far more attractive, productive, and beneficial to pollinators. Through
creative planting and sustainable management, the space could be far more beneficial both to
wildlife and the community. Details regarding the proposed redevelopment of the space are

outlined below.

Our Proposal
The core tenet of our proposal for the redevelopment of the green space is to breathe new

life into the area by providing:

I.  Stunning planting with year-round interest for tourists and locals
Planting that is beneficial to pollinators

Sustainably and organically grown edibles

H W

An inspiring space for community engagement

The produce grown in the space will be used primarily within the kitchen at Grays Court
Hotel’s restaurant, The Bow Room. We propose to donate any surplus produce to local food
banks. We will follow best practices for sustainable management of the garden, e.g.,
composting, no-dig raised beds, mulching, no use of pesticides or herbicides, companion

planting, and cover-cropping.



Another key part of the proposal involves offering community engagement by encouraging
local associations including schools, colleges, and local charity groups the opportunity to visit
the garden to meet with Grays Court’s Head Chef in order to learn how our restaurant

utilises produce grown in the garden.

We propose that the redevelopment of the space is led by Grays Court’s Head Gardener, Julie
Fern. Julie has been working at Grays Court since 2009 and has successfully developed and
enhanced the gardens at the hotel. Julie’s skills and expertise have resulted in Grays Court
housing one of the most beautiful gardens in York. There would be opportunities for York
Minster’s apprentice gardener to work and learn on the project alongside Julie. The only hotel
in central York with its own kitchen garden, the produce grown by Julie is integrated in our
restaurant dishes. Currently we grow a range of bush fruit, such as currants and gooseberries,
a variety of seasonal vegetables that includes purple sprouting broccoli, cucumber, beetroot,
and more than twenty different apple, pear, and plum varieties. The new growing space would
enable us to grow a greater variety and quantity of edible produce. The current plans include
espaliered fruit; dedicated asparagus and rhubarb beds; raised beds for rotating seasonal
vegetables; herbs; raspberries; and other soft and bush fruit (please see Annex 2 for a draft

plan for the redevelopment of the space).

Summary

This proposal has outlined a plan for redevelopment of the green space between Grays Court

and York Minster and how this may become a sustainable, attractive, community-interest space
that enhances the Minster Precinct Neighbourhood area. We acknowledge that this document
does not provide details regarding finances for landscaping and planting, leasing arrangements

of the space, nor access agreements for the works.
Should the Dean and Chapter of York look favourably upon the proposal, we would welcome

a meeting with all relevant partners. We look forward to hearing further regarding this

proposal.

The Directors of Grays Court Hotel Ltd
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ST. PETER’S GARDEN

CURRENT PLAN 6.6.2022 JULIE L. FERN



Appendix 2

-w LTI N ETIN T a
EERREEERRERN

i

Mulberry troe - Asparagus bed ‘ Artichokes \ Raspberries

Lt'_bJ Espaliered apple B Fhuvberd bed . Rosemary and
lavendar

[ ] Trellis with trained . Rotating vegetable beds . Mixed edible and e s .. Bush fruit

fruit and vegetables herbaceous borders ®

ST. PETER’S EDIBLE GARDEN

DRAFT PLAN 30.5.2022 JULIE L. FERN
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