
Choral Evensong

Saturday 17 September 2022
5.30 pm



Introduction
Jesus said, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he 
die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.

John 11. 25, 26

We come together in the Minster today during a period of national mourning, to 
express our sorrow for the death of our Sovereign, and to give thanks for her long 
life of service and dedication to the people of this kingdom and commonwealth. 
In this service, we listen attentively to the words of scripture, and offer prayers of 
thanks for the past and ask for God’s support to face the future. 

Today’s service will be live streamed from the Minster to enable people to 
worship from home. Care is taken not to film the congregation. We hope that 
this service will provide time and space for your own thoughts and reflections, 
and allow us to acknowledge our collective hopes and fears on this solemn 
occasion.

Eternal God, our maker and redeemer, grant us, with your servant Queen 
Elizabeth and all the faithful departed, the sure benefits of your Son’s saving 
passion and glorious resurrection: that, in the last day, when you gather up all 
things in Christ, we may with them enjoy the fullness of your promises; though 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Order of Service

A bell is rung and prayers are sung. 

Please stand as the procession enters the Minster.

The Choir sings the introit: 

O nata lux de lumine Jesu Redemptor saeculi,
dignare clemens supplicum laudes precesque sumere.

Qui carne quondam contegi dignatus es pro perditis,
nos membra confer effici tui beati corporis.

O Light born of light, Jesu Redeemer of the world: 
deign in mercy to hear the prayers and praises of those who kneel before you.

You who once deigned to take flesh for the sake of those who were lost: 
make us members of your blessed body.

Words 10th century ♦ Music Richard Shephard (1949–2021)

Preces
O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Music William Smith (1603–45)
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Psalmody
Please sit for the psalmody appointed for the day but please stand for the Gloria.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Please sit.

First Lesson
The first lesson is taken from the book of Job, chapter nineteen, beginning at the 
23rd verse. 

‘O that my words were written down!
   O that they were inscribed in a book!
O that with an iron pen and with lead
   they were engraved on a rock for ever!
For I know that my Redeemer lives,
   and that at the last he will stand upon the earth;
and after my skin has been thus destroyed,
   then in my flesh I shall see God,
whom I shall see on my side,
   and my eyes shall behold, and not another.
   My heart faints within me!

Job 19. 23-27
Here ends the first lesson.

Please stand.
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Magnificat
My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud, in the imagination of their 

hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy: hath holpen his servant Israel.
As he promised to our forefathers: Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55 ♦  Music Magnificat in E Minor Heathcote Statham

Please sit.

Second Lesson
The second lesson is from Paul's letter to the Romans, chapter eight, beginning at 
the 31st verse.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 
He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not 
with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, 
yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for 
us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long;
   we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.

Rom. 8. 31-end
Here ends the second lesson.
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Please stand.

Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2.29–32 ♦ Music Nunc Dimittis in E Minor Heathcote Statham

Please remain standing.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God
the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge
 the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
 the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.
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The Lesser Litany and Responses

The Lord be with you;
and with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Please sit.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the King; 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Music William Smith (1603–45)
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The Collects 
O God, the maker and redeemer of all mankind, grant us, with thy servant 
Queen Elizabeth and all the faithful departed, the sure benefits of your Son’s 
saving passion and glorious resurrection; that, in the last day, when all things 
are gathered up in Christ, we may with them enjoy the fullness of thy promises; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Anthem
Lord, thou hast been our refuge from one generation to another.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth and the world were 
made, thou art God from everlasting and world without end.  
Lord what is man, that thou hast such respect unto him: 
or the son of man, that thou so regardest him?
Man is like a thing of nought: his time passeth away like a shadow.
Thou, O Lord, shalt endure for ever, 
and thy remembrance throughout all generations.  
Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Sion, yea, the time is come, for it is time 
that thou have mercy upon her.  
Comfort us again, now after the time that thou hast plagued us:  and for the 
years  wherein we have suffered adversity.

Words Psalms 90. 1, 2, 15;  144. 3–4;  102. 12–13   
Music Edward C Bairstow (1874–1946)
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Prayers
The prayers end with:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen.

Please stand. 

Hymn 
1. Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide!
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee,
help of the helpless, O abide with me.

2. Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
change and decay in all around I see;
O thou who changest not, abide with me.

3. I need thy presence every passing hour;
what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.

4. I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless;
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if thou abide with me.

5. Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes;
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies:
heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me!

Words Henry Francis Lyte (1793–1847)
Tune Eventide, neh 331, W H Monk (1823–89)
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Please remain standing. 

Blessing
God grant to the living, grace; 
to the departed, rest;
to the Church, the King, the Commonwealth, 
and all humankind, peace and concord;
and to us and all his servants, life everlasting; 
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen

Voluntary

Please remain in your places until the procession has passed.

Following the service the Minster will enter a time of quiet. during which there will be 
an opportunity to sign the book of condolence, and to light a candle. 

If you would like to make a donation to support the music, ministry and mission of 
York Minster there will be an opportunity as you leave.
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