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Dear Friends,
We have been very pleased to have had two visits from King Charles and the Queen in the last few months. On November 9th the King unveiled a statue of Queen Elizabeth II, in a niche on the west front of the Minster, which had been carved by Minster stonemason, Richard Bossons. Then the Royal Maundy Service was held in the Minster this year which was a very splendid event. After the service the King opened the new refectory which has been opened in the old Minster School building. Some members of the Minster staff and Community including our Chairman, Julia Charlton-Weedy, were presented to the King and Queen.
College Green, the area outside St William’s College has been made into a pleasant seating area for the public.  The Friends, using part of a legacy from Terry Fowler, were able to fund the stone bench. So when you are in York do come and sit on Terry’s bench.
We do rely on the legacies you leave and also on the many donations that you give, in addition to your subscriptions, to fund grants to the Minster. Thank you to all members who have sent us donations or remembered us in your wills. 
I hope you will be impressed by our excellent Friends’ Annual Report which is enclosed.  Many thanks to Trevor Julian, our editor, for his hard work in organising it. A very time-consuming task which involves commissioning and proof-reading articles, sourcing photographs and dealing with copyright issues. Trevor stands down from Council this year but will remain as editor and recently Mary Nolan has agreed to assist him. 
Our coffee mornings started again in April and we will be serving coffee and delicious cake in the North Transept from 10am to 12 noon on the first Wednesday of every month until November. This is a good opportunity for members to meet visitors and chat to them and to each other. The coffee mornings have proved to be good fundraising events so many thanks to our team of ladies who bake such delicious cakes and serve them with a smile.


AGM, Saturday 24th June 2023
This year our AGM is to be held on Saturday, 24th June in the Chapter House and we are pleased that the Dean will give a talk to members after the AGM. 
The programme for the day is:
3.30 pm 	AGM in the Lady Chapel
5:30 pm	Sung Eucharist in the Quire
6:30 pm	Drinks and finger buffet in the North Transept.


Unfortunately we have had to cancel some of our planned outings this year due to lack of interest. This is very unusual as we have often had waiting lists for outings. The ones we have cancelled have been the more expensive outings which involve coaches. We understand that many people are having to think carefully about the spending due to the increase in the cost of living and will try to concentrate on activities in York for we know how much you enjoy meeting each other at events. About 100 members and friends enjoyed a very successful Concert at St Chad’s Church when Geoffrey Coffin played the organ and accompanied Natalie Houlston (soprano), a past Minster chorister. Many thanks to Geoffrey for organising and sponsoring the concert. We also had two interesting walking tours in York looking at Blue Plaques and at Fire Insurance Plaques.  Thanks to the Activities group for their ideas for outings and their excellent organisational skills. Helen Gregory is standing down from Council but will remain on the Activities Committee.

We sometimes have members ringing up to ask why they have not been receiving any information from us and we usually find that the details we have are not up to date. Please update us with any changes.      
Many thanks to all our volunteers who serve on committees and Jayne, our secretary, who keep The Friends running smoothly. 
Thank you for your support. I look forward to welcoming you at our AGM.
Meg Shorland-Ball
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please tear off and return to the Friends Office.
AGM. Saturday, 24th June 3:30pm
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I/we will be attending the finger buffet cost £5.50.   
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Name: _________________________________________________________________________
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